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At a Meeting of the New York Historical Society, held at the Hall of the 
Union, Cooper Institute, on Wednesday Evening, October 12th, 1864, to com- 
racraorato the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the Conquest of New Nether- 
land, 

'• OuLiAN C. Verplanck, LL.D., submitted the following Resolution, which 
was seconded by George Bakcroft, LL.D., and adopted unanimously: 

" Resolved, That the thanks of this Society arc eminently due and are hereby 
tendered to JonN Rombyx Brodhead, LL.D., for his eloquent Oration, delivered 
this evening, in commemoration of the Conquest of New Netherland, and that a 
copy be requested for the Archives of the Society, and for publication." 

Extract from the Minutes : 

ANDRF:W WARNER, 

Recording Secretary. 



Kntered »ccordlDK to Act of Congresa, In the year 1864, \>y 

John Romktn Bbodiiead, 

In the (Merk's Office of the DlHtrict Court of the United States for the Southern District 

of New York. 



COMMEMORATIVE ORATION. 



Brothers of the New York Historical Society : 

Two hundred years ago, an English squadron, filled 
with armed men, came up our Bay, and anchored near 
what is now our Battery. Its presence foreboded and 
produced results of momentous interest to our city, our 
State, and our nation. You have directed that the anni- 
versary of this event should be fitly observed ; and, in 
obedience to your call, I venture to review the circum- 
stances and consider the consequences of the transaction 
which we are this day assembled to commemorate. 

In the summer of the year sixteen hundred and sixty- 
four, the eastern coast of North America was occupied by 
various separate Colonies, which had been founded by 
several European nations. For nearly half a century'-, 
England, France, and the United Netherlands had each 
been endeavoring to appropriate territory there, and rear 
dependent Plantations. France, the pioneer in successful 
colonization, had first pushed her adventurous way 
through the valley of the Saint Lawrence, and set up the 
cross of her faith with the lilies of her king, among the 
savages who dwelt on its borders. Thus began her do- 
minion over New France, or Canada and Acadia. Farther 
south, England had kept closer to the sea-coast, the clear 
waters of which abounded with fish, and where safe har- 
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bors invited the emigrant to linger near those crystal 
waves which could roll unbroken to Land's End. Yet 
England had not occupied the whole of that more southern 
coast. Midway between Virginia and New England, colo- 
nists from Holland, following their countrymen who had 
explored the unknown wild, planted themselves quietly 
among the natives from whom they bought the soil, and 
sought to add a New Netherland to the Batavian 
Republic* 

All these various colonies were settled under the author- 
ity of the respective countries in Europe whence they 
came. In tlie earlier period of adventure, those countries 
had adopted the principle that the savage territories which 
each might discover should become the absolute property 
of the explorer. As Columbus had discovered the New 
World — ^which ought to have borne his illustrious name 
— in the service of Spain, Pope Alexander the Sixth 
decreed that the Spanish sovereign should hold forever 
nearly the whole of that vast region which the Atlan- 
tic washed on the west.f A few years afterwards, the 
Cabots, under commissions from Henry the Seventh of 
England, discovered Newfoundland, and sailed, at a 
distance along the coast, as far south as Albemarle Sound. 
By virtue of these discoveries, the successors of Henry 
claimed sovereignty over all that part of the North Ameri- 
can continent along the shores of which the Cabots had 
sailed.^ But, as the previous sweeping title of Spain 

* Tacitus describes the Batavians, who dwelt at the mouths of the Rhine, as 
*'the bravest*' of all the Germanic tribes— **«n><M/e;>rairipii< Batan;^^ De Mor. Ger., 
20. These Batavians were the forefathers of the founders of that Republic, the 
early history of which Mr. Motley has so worthily written. I use the word "Bata- 
vian" as synonymous with '* Dutch.'* In it« proper English sense the term 
*' Dutch" is exclusively applied to the people of Holland, or the Netherlands, or 
Low Lands. It is a common blunder to call the people of Germany ** Dutchmen," 
Inntead of " Germans," which is their correct national name in English. 

f Chalmers's Political Annals, 6, 10; Tlaxard's Collections, L 8-0; Irving's Colum- 
bus,, L 185-300; Holmes's Annals, I. 7, 559; Brodhead's Histor}' of New York, L 3. 

♦ Chalmers, 4, 8,9; Bancroft, L 10-14; Brodhead, L 2; Palfrey's New Eng- 
land, I. 02, OH. 
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cut oft' any English claim, Queen Elizabeth declared that 
^^prescription withovi possession is of no atailf^ or, 
in other words, that actual occupation must follow dis- 
covery, in order to confer a valid right to savage terri- 
tory.* This principle, which echoed the old Roman 
law, was iirst asserted by the Queen of England in 1580, 
because it was convenient for her to assert it against 
Spain; and it was deliberately confirmed by Parliament 
in 1621. t It established a most important rule in regard 
to European colonization in America. 

Accordingly, France, with the quiet assent of Spain 
and England, explored the Saint Lawrence and occupied 
Canada and Acadia. A Horeutine mariner in her service 
had, as early as 1524, discovered the Bay of New York, 
and praised its lake-like beauty. But as the voyage of 
Verazzano did not lead to colonization, France claimed no 
title to these regions which he had visited. Neither did 
the explorations of Gomez, in the following year, induce 
the Spaniards to occupy our coast. J 

• The doctrine maintained by Queen Elizabeth was, ^' PrcBscriptio sine posarssUme 
haud vateat;'' Camden, Annales Eliz., 1580 (Ed. Hcnrne), 360; Brodliead I. 4, uoU. 
The traoBlation of Ciimdeu in Kcnnett's England, II. 481 (Lond., 1706), renders 
the passage as follows : '* Moreover, she understood not why her or any other Prinee's 
sabjects should be debarred from the Indies^ whieh she eould not persuade herself 
the Spaniard had any just title to by the Bishop of Rome'n Donation (in whom she 
acknowledged no Prerogative, much less authority, in sueh ca^cs, so as to lay any 
tic upon Princes which owed him no obedience or obsenranee, or, as it were, to 
infeoffe the Spaniard in that New World, and invest him with the possession thereof), 
nor yet by any other claim than as they had touched here and there upon the 
coasts, built cottages, and given names to a River or a Cape ; which things cannot 
entitle them to a Propriety. So that this donation of that which is another mau^s, 
which is of no validity In law, and this imaginary propriety, cannot hinder other 
princes from trading into those countries, and, without breach of the Law of Na- 
tions, fh>m transporting colonies into those parts thereof where the Spaniards in- 
habit not, forasmuch as Prescription without Possession is little worth." This 
very sound doctrine annihilates the English cUim by " Prescription,'* derived from 
the voyages of the Cabots, who, unlike the Sfmniards, do not appear to have 
** touched here and there upon the coasts, built cottages, and given names to a 
River or a Cape; which things cannot entitle them to a Propriety." 

t Commons* Debates, I. 250, 251; Chalmers, 6; Grotius, II. 2; Brodhead, I. 143; 
New York Colonial Documents, IX. 2<;5, 378, 913. 

X Holmes, I. 54, 56; Bancroft, 1. 17, 38; Brodhead, I. 2, 3; Palfrey, I. 04, 05; New 
York Historical Society's Collections, (II.) I. 37-67. 

2 
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In the reign of Elizabeth, the first English colonists 
were sent to Virginia. But the adventure failed ; and the 
name which Ealeigh gave to the savage lands he had 
attempted to occupy alone survived. A few years after- 
wards, the enterprising English mariners, Gosnold, Pring, 
and Weymoutli, visited the rivers of Maine, and explored 
the coast as far south as Buzzard' s Bay. No Euro^)ean emi- 
grants, however, came to take possession of one acre of the 
wild territory between Acadia and Virginia. To promote 
such occupation, by which alone, according to .the English 
rule, a valid title could be secured. King James the First, 
in April, 1606, granted to two different companies the 
privilege of planting and governing two distinct and sepa- 
rate colonies in that part of North America lying between 
the thirty -fourth and the forty- fifth degrees of latitude, 
or between Capo Fear and Acadia, not "actually pos- 
sessed by any Christian prince or people." Two English 
settlements were accordingly begun in the following year. 
The first of these, within the Chesapeake Bay, became the 
prosperous colony of Virginia. The second, at the mouth 
of the Sagadahoc, or Kennebec, was abandoned in 1608. 
But no attempt was made to occupy any part of the inter- 
mediate region, nor had any English mariner yet searched 
the shore between Buzzard's Bay and the Chesapeake.* 

In this situation of affairs, another Englishman, Henry 
Hudson, t sailing from Amsterdam in the service of the 
Dutch East India Company, explored, in the autumn of 
1609, "The Great River of the Mountains," the 

» Hazard, I. 50-58; Smltlj's Virginia; Plnlccrton, XIII. 211; Brodbead, I. 5-16. 

t Ills a vulgar error to substitute **Hendriek" Hudson for "Henry" Hudaon. 
Dc Laet probably originated it, by writing, in Dutcb, Hendrick for Henry, in his 
** New World," cap. VII. p. 83, Ed. 1625. Van dcr Donck does the same, althongh 
he speaks of Hudson as an Englishman. Lambrechtscn names him correctly. 
Purchas of course calls him "Henry;" see N. Y. Historical Society's Collections, L 
61, 81, 102, 146, 1755. Mr. H. C. Murphy, in his recent interesting monograph on 
Hudson, p. 36, gives a copy of the contract of the 8th of January, 1600, to which 
the name signed is *' Henry HcDSOJt." 
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moath of which Vermzzano had discoTered and Gomez had 
revisited nearly a centurv before. This memorable event 
was dol V commemorated by our predecessors and asso- 
ciates fifty-five years ago, when the Reverend Doctor 
IfiUer delivered the first anniversary discourse before the 
New York Historical Societv.* The track of the vacht 
Halt-Moox was soon followed by emigrants from Hol- 
land; and, in 1613« Dutch tradin^r establishments were 
fonned at Manhattan, and at the present city of Albany. 
The islands, coasts, and rivers between Sandy Hook and 
Buzzard's Bay were now for the first time explored by 
Adriaen Block, who sailed in the *• Restless.'- or "Un- 
rest,'' through Hell-Gate : and other Holland mariners 
pushed their examinations eastward, as far as Acadia, 
In October, 1614, the General Government of the Dutch 
Republic granted a Charter to the owners of the vessels 
which had thus been employed in American adventure, 
authorizing them exclusively for three years from January, 
1615, to visit the "newlv discovered lands'' thev had 
explored between New France and Virginia, extend- 
ing from the fortieth to the forty-fifth degree of latitude, 
which region was now formaUy named " New Nether- 

LAXD." + 

The title which Holland thus acquired to New Nether- 
land — as far east at anv rate, as Buzzard* s Bav — was as 
just and valid as any of which the historj' of the world 
contains a record. According to the Eluglish rule, it un- 
doubtedly belonged to the Dutch. Unquestionable dis- 
covery had been followed by the actual occupation of 

• See New York Historical Societj's CoUections, 1. 17-60. 

t Sec Appendix, Note A; N. T. Colonial DocmncntA, I. 10, II; Brodbead, L 
25-65. Another voljear error which mo«t be noticed^ is the absurd ose of the term 
** thi Xnt XetfirHand*," instead of " New Netherlaxd.** In this re*pcct, the tnuasla- 
tions of Lambrecht«en.Van der Donck, De Vries, and De Laet, in N. T. Hist. 8oc. 
ColL (II.) I. 79. 129, 250, '291. are gratoitonslr fault j. The original Dutch in every 
eMe Is ''Nieuw Nederiandt/* and not "df Synt^r SederiaHden.'' Even Smith, in 
his Hlatorr of New York, L S, giTes tbe name eorrtctlj, as '* Nora Belgia, or New 
Netberlaad." 
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savage territory by a Christian people.* Still further to 
maintain their rights, the Dutch Government, in June, 
1621, after the expiration of the original New Netherland 
Charter, incorporated a West India Company, with power 
to colonize and govern the "fruitful and unsettled" re- 
gions in Africa and America which it might occupy, f 

Under this charter New Netherland grew into a Prov- 
ince, invested by the States- General with the arras of a 
Count, and deriving its laws, its habits, and its religion 
from its Batavian Fatherland. Manhattan Island was 
honestly purchased from the aborigines, and made the 
emporium of the fur-trade, which produced the chief pro- 
vincial revenue. Fort Amsterdam was built on its south- 
em point, as a refuge in case of an attack by the savages. 
Posts were also established at Fort Orange, now Albany, 
on the North River ; at Fort Nassau, near Philadelphia, 
on the South, or Delaware ; and at Good Hope, now Hart- 
ford, on the Fresh, or Connecticut. Agricultural colonies, 
subordinate to the general Provincial Government, were 
likewise settled, under Patroons, at several points on the 
North and South Rivers.:]: 

Six years after the Dutch Federal Government had fixed 
the name of New Netherland on the map of the world. 
King James the First, adopting the term originally pro- 
posed by John Smith, sealed a patent in November, 1620, 
for the colonization of ''New England in America." In 
this he included all the territory between the fortieth and 
the forty -eighth degrees of latitude, and from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific. But the patent candidly provided that no 
territory was intended to be granted which was ''actually 

• Sec Note B, In the Appendix. 

t Hazard, I. 130-131; Brodhead, I. 134-187. 

X N. Y. Col. Doc., I. 37, 139, 181, 263, 283-290 ; Brodhead, I. 148, 151, 153, 164, 
200-303, 235. An engraving of the Provincial Seal of New Netherland emhelUshea 
the title-iHi'^e of this publication. 
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possessed or inhabited by any other Christian prince or 
estate." This proviso clearly excepted New France and 
New Netherland.* 

The same year, a second and more successful experi- 
ment was made in colonizing a part of titular New Eng- 
land. This adventure was undertaken, however, before 
the patent of King James was sealed. The emigrants were 
English Puritans, most of whom liad enjoyed an asylum 
for several years in Holland, and were so well satisfied 
with its liberal government, that they desired to settle 
themselves in America under its flag. Their minister at 
Leyden, John Robinson, who was versed in the Dutch 
language, accordingly offered to accompany four hundred 
families from Holland and England to New Netherland, and 
plant there a new commonwealth, under the jurisdiction of 
the Prince of Orange and the States-General. But the au- 
thorities of the Republic, preferring that their American 
Province should be first colonized by their own citizens, 
and unwilling to excite the jealousy of the King of England, 
by transplanting and protecting there his refractory sub- 
jects, who wished to emigrate, declined to encourage 
Robinson's proposition. f The Puritan refugees, having 
obtained a large patent from the English Virginia Com- 
pany, which authorized them to settle themselves south 
of the fortieth degree of latitude — in what now forms 
part of New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland — therefore 
set sail in the Mayflower, intending to make their first 
land at Sandy Hook, which was the best known pointy 

» Hazard, I. 108-118; Tnimbnirs Connecticut, I. .546-567; Smith's Virginia; 
Plnkerton, XIII. 208; Chalmers, 81, 83; Brodhcad, I. 90-96, 252. It is to be re- 
marked tliat while the first Patent of April, 1606, only reached to the forty-fiflh 
degree {antfy p. 10), this second Patent, of November, 1620, grasped three degrees 
fiirther north. At the time of its grant, the French occupation of Canada was 
notorioas, and the Dutch possession of New Netherland must have been known to 
the English authorities ; Brodhead, I. 95, 96, 144 ; Note B, Appendix. 

t N. Y. Col. Doc, I. 22-24; Brodhead, I. 115-128; Bradford's Plymouth, 42, 43. 

X The northern boundary of Virginia, according to its second Charter of 1609, 
was two hundred miles north of Point Comfort, or about the fortieth parallel of 
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But, after a boisterous voyage, they were driven north- 
ward to Cape Cod ; and, having vainly attempted to sail 
around the shoals of Cape Malebarre, they at length, in 
December, 1620, accidentally landed on the sandy beach 
of New Plymouth.* 

This first Puritan colony in New England was followed, 
after a few years, by a larger emigration to Massachusetts 
Bay. Before long, other English settlements were begun 
on the Fresh or Connecticut River, and at New Haven, 
which regions Adriaen Block had discovered, and from 
which it was thought profitable to ''crowd the Dutch 
out."t Rliode Island was also founded, in a spirit of 
catholic magnanimity, by fugitives from the sectarian des- 
potism of Massachusetts. Tlie eastern end of Long Island 
(around the whole of which Block had been the first to 
sail, and which was first laid down on a Dutch map):]: was 
soon afterwards adversely occupied by emigrants from 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. All these settlements, 
except the first one at New Plymouth, were made under 
the general authority of the New England Patent ; and, 
in the case of Long Island, under special grants from the 
Earl of Stirling, to whom it had been conveyed by the 
Patentees of James the First. § 

latitude, which intersects the neighborhood of Bamegat and Philadelphia; 
Chalmers, 25; Hazard, I. 58-r2; Holmes, I. 183; Brodhead, I. 15, 122, 129, 252. It 
has been stated {anU^ p. 12), that the New Engh&nd Patent of November, 1G20, 
extended from the fortieth degree (or the northern boundary of Virginia), north to 
the forty-eighth. The Mayflower ** Pilgrims,** therefore, intended to settle them- 
selves south of the fortieth degree of latitude^ where only their Patent from the Vir- 
ginia Company could advantage thenL Mr. J. 8. Barry, however, in his recent His- 
tory of Massachusetts, I. 70, conjectures that if tliat Patent should ever be discov- 
ered, it would ** be found to cover territory now included in New York,^^ 

» Bradford's Plymouth, 44-«8; Brodhead, I. 128-133. 

t J. H. Trumbull's Colonial Records of Connecticut, I. 565. 

X See the *' Figurative Map," in N. Y. Col. Doc, T. 13, referred to in Note A, In 
Appendix. I do not find sufficient evidence that Gomez sailed through Ixmg Island 
Sound, or that it is represented in Ribero's Planisphere of 1529 ; see Palfrey, I. 66, 
66; Ashcr's Introduction to " Henry Hudson, the Navigator,'* lxxxviiL,xci.^zciiL, 
cli. The curious copper globe which Mr. Buckingham Smith recently deposited 
with the Now York Historical Society does not exhibit Long bland. 

S Brodhead, I. 1»), 208, 234, 240, 241, 250, 260, 2Q3-900, 824, 881, 882. 
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While these colonies were thus growing on the north 
and east of New Netherland, another English settlement 
was established on her southern frontier. Lord Baltimore, 
a Roman Catholic peer of Ireland, obtained from Charles 
the First, in 1632, a patent for that part of the territory 
of Virginia lying between the north bank of the Poto- 
mac and the fortieth degree of latitude, which, in honor 
of the Queen, was named Maryland. Emigrants, chiefly 
of the Roman faith, soon came over to occupy the Prov- 
ince, which was founded on more liberal principles than 
any that British subjects had yet planted in America.* 

In the mean time, New Netherland flourished apace. 
Churches were built ; Dutch clergymen, educated and 
ordained in Holland, were established ; schoolmasters 
were employed, and schools opened ; and laws, based on 
the jurisprudence of the Batavian Republic, were enacted. 
Names familiar in the Fatherland replaced, with more 
affection than good taste, the sonorous and descriptive 
nomenclature of the aborigines. The young metropolis 
on Manhattan l)ecame New Amsterdam, and hope whis- 
pered that the glory of the latter city might, in time, 
eclipse the greatness of the old.f 

The Provincial government of New Netherland was 
vested in a Director and Council, and a Fiscal or Attorney- 
General, appointed by the West India Company. The 
supreme laws of the Province were the ordinances of the 
Director and Council, the instructions of the Company, 
and the statutes and customs of the Fatherland. To 
administer this government and execute these laws, the 
Comi)any appointed Cornells Jacobsen May to bo the 
first Director of New Netherland, in 1624. May was suc- 



• Bancroft, I. 241-348; Brodhead, I. 351-253. 

t Brodbead, I. 183, 196, 223, 313, 337, 343, 374, 467. The population of Amster- 
dam, in 1857, waft 259,873 ; that of New Yorlc, in 1860, was 813,609. 
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poses, or fail to admire the enei-getic finniiess witli which 
he enforced his own convictions. 

Under such adniinistration, in spite of mueh selfish mis- 
management on the part of the West India Company, 
New Netherland increased abundantly. Emigrants con- 
stantly came over from Holland, while French and Rnglish 
subjects flocked in from the neighboring colonies. From 
Massachusetts, especially, several persecuted Protestants, 
were attracted by the freedom of conscience which was 
the well-known characteristic of the Dut(*1i Provin(^e. 
Othei-s came from afar, to share the substantial prosperity 
which its comprehensive system, no less than its physical 
advantages, insunxl. *' Promote ccmimerce," wrote the 
West India Company to Stuy vesiint, in the winter of 16o2, 
** whereby Manhattan must prosper, her population in- 
crease, her trade and navigation flourish. For when these 
once become jn^rmanently established— when the ships of 
New Netherland rich* on ev(»ry part of the ocean — then 
numbers, now looking to that coast with eager eyes, will 
be allured to embark for your island."* The prophecy 
was splendidly fulfilled. New Amstei-dam rapidly grew 
in importance, and was allowed a muni(*ipal magistracy 
of her own, consisting of Schout, Burgomasters, and Sc^he- 
pens, in imitation of her imperial namesake on the Zuyder 
Zee. Her foreign commerce soon began to rival her do- 
mestic trade. The first vessel ever built by Europeans in 
North America — after the '* Virginia of Sagadahoc," in 
1607 — was Block's significantly named ''Restless of Man- 
liattan," in 1614. One of the largest merchantmen in 
Christendom was launched by her shipwrights in 1631. 
Strangers eagerly sought burghership in the rising me- 
tropolis, and the tongues of many nations resounded 
through her ancient winding streets. f Like her pro- 

♦ Albany Records, IV. 91 ; Brodlieart, I. 547; Bancroft, II. 2W. 
• t Col. Doc., I. tnW, III. ir- BrodlK-ad, W 14, 55,'^-iI3, 215, 319, :I74,548; ante, p. 11. 
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totAT^e, New Amsterdam was always a city of the 
world. 

The Province of New Netherland was, indeed, the 
most advantageously situated region in North America. 
Its original limits included all the Atlantic coast between 
Cape Henlopen and Montauk Point, and even farther east 
and north, and all the inland territory bounded by the 
Connecticut Valley on the east, the Saint Lawrence and 
Lake Ontario on the north, and the affluents of the Ohio, 
the Susquehanna, and the Delaware, on the west and 
south. Within those bounds is the only spot on the con- 
tinent whence issue divergent streams which find their 
outlets in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, the Atlantic Ocean, 
and the Gulf of Mexico.* Across the surface of the 
Province runs a chain of the AUeghanies, through which, 
in two remarkable chasms, the waters of the* Delaware 
and the Hudson flow southward to the sea. At the head 
of its tides, the Hudson, which its explorers appropriately 
called "the Great River of the Mountains," rei'eives the 
current of the Mohawk, rushing in from the west. 
Through the valleys of these rivers, and across the neigh- 
boring lakes, the savage natives of the country tracked 
those pathways of travel and commerce which civilized 
science only ailopted and improved.f Along their banks 
soon grew up flourishing villages, contributing to the 
prosperity of the chief town, which, with unerring judg- 
ment, had been planted on the ot^ean-washed island of 
Manhattan. In addition to these superb geographical 
peculiarities, every variety of soil ; abundant mineral 
wealth ; nature, grand, beautiful, and picturesque, and 
UH^ming with vegetable and animal life ; and a climate as 
healthful as it is delicious, made New Netherland the most 



* The water-thiMl of Centril New York was the WAt of the Iroquois Confedera- 
Uon, long heforo Riirope«n d\*cortry, 
t The Rrie Canal and the Delaware and HndMMi Canal follow the old Indian trail*. 
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attractive of all the European colonies in America. From 
the first it was always the chosen seat of empire. 

It was the wise decree of Providence that this magnifi- 
cent r^on should first be occupied by the Batavian race. 
There was expanded the germ of a mighty cosmopolitan 
State, destined to exert a moral influence as happy as the 
physical peculiarities of its temperate territory were 
alluring. Yet the growth and prosperity of the Dutch 
Province were fatal to its political life. The envy of its 
neighbors was aroused. Covetousness produced an irre- 
pressible desire of possession, which could be appeased 
only by its violent seizure by unscrupulous foes. 

If at this time Englishmen had any one national charac- 
teristic more strongly developed than another, it was 
jealousy of the Dutch. Strangely, too, this sentiment 
seemed to have grown with the growth of Puritanism. It 
was enough for the British islander that the continental 
Hollander spoke a language different from his own. It 
mattered not that Coster, of Haerlem, invented the art of 
arts ; or that Grotius, Erasmus, Hooft, and Yondel, among 
scholars, and Boerhaave and Huygens, among philoso- 
phers, and Rembrandt, and Cuyp, and Wouverman, 
among painters, were illustrious sons of the liberal Repub- 
lic. Even William the Silent and Barneveldt were of little 
account among insular Britons — '' divided from all the rest 
of the world."* Coarse wit and flippant ridicule were 
continually employed in educating the Englishman to un- 
dervalue and dislike the Hollander. On the other hand, 
Holland, at the zenith of her power, was not jealous of 
England. The Dutch maxim was "i/2?e and let live,'' 
Both nations were fairly matched in military and naval 

*" Toio dMaM arte BrUannos,'' Virg. Ec, I. 67. Dryden, In his tranftUtion of 
Viq^ describes his eariy count rymen as — 

** A noe of taen from aU the world di^olned.** 
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strength. During tlie period of the English Conimon- 
wealth, the only opportunity liad occurred of testing 
against each other the skill of their admirals and the valor 
of tlieir seamen. If Blake and Ayscue maintained the 
honor of their tiag, De Ruyter won equal glory, and Tromp 
placed a broom at his mast-head, in token that he had 
swept the channel clear of Elnglish ships. Both nations 
were Protestant, and each had learned to respect the pro- 
verbial courage of the other. But the commerce of the 
Dutch Republic was now the vastest in the world. 

** The Sun but seemed the labourer of the year : 
Each waxiii}^ Moon supplied her watery store, 

To swell those tides which from the line did bear 
Their brim-full vessels to the Bel)^n shore/** 

Such splendid prospt^rity of a rival, the selfishness of 
England could not brook ; and Dryden took care to stimu- 
late the ^w\y of his countrymen when he wrote of the 
Hollandei-s : 

'' As Cato fruits of Afric did display, 
Let us before our eyes tlieir Indies lay : 
All loyal Enjj^lish will like him conclude — 
Let Ciesar live, and.. Carthage be subdued .**t 

This sentiment of jealousy accompanied the English 
colonists to America, and even burned more fiercely in 
some ])arts of the wilderness. The motives to their emi- 
gration were various. The communities which they 
founded were dissimilar. Virginia was occupied by 
Royalists, who admired the hierarchy ; New England by 
Puritans, who abhorred prelacy ; Maryland by larger- 
minded Roman Catholics. But all these were Britons — 
naturally selfish, exclusive, and overbearing — who, with 
marked differences in creeds and fashions, were still the 
subjects of a common sovereignty, and, as such, felt a 

« Drydcn*s Annos Mlrabilis, teea 
t Satire on the Dutch, 1(M3. . 
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common enmity against the colonists of that nation which 
was the successful rival of their own. 

Tliis antipathy, however, was not equally strong in all 
the English colonies. It was slight in Virginia ; it waxed 
hotter in Maryland ; while it blazed into malignant envy 
in New England. Between Virginia and New Netherland, 
the relations had almost always been friendly, because 
neither had injured, while each had benefited the other. 
With Maryland, embarrassing questions had arisen re- 
specting the occupation of the Delaware by the Dutch and 
the Swedes. But from the time of the tirst intercourse 
between Manhattan and New Plymouth, the Puritan 
emigrants pertinaciously insisted that the Dutch colonists 
of New Netherland were ''intruders" into New England. 
With inconsistent i-easoning, but characteristic assurance, 
they maintained their own title under the patent of 1620, 
while they denied that of the Hollanders, which was re- 
cognized in its proviso.* Gradually they crowded on, 
westward of the (yonnecticut River, until, in 1650, it was 
agreed betwei^n Stuyvesant and the New England authori- 
ties that the eastern boundary of New Netherland should 
be Oyster Bay on Long Island, and a line running northerly 
from Greenwich on the continent. Mainly through their 
representations, Cromwell directed an expedition to wrest 
from the Dutch Republic its American Territory. But, by 
the treaty of 1654, the Protector virtually conceded New 
Netherland to Holland. The States-General, in 1656, 
ratified the colonial boundary agreement of 1650 ; but the 
British Government avoided any action on the subject, 
and the Dutch Province continued, for a while longer, to 
be what New England writers have pertly called " a thorn 
in the side."t 



*8ee ante^ p. 18; Appendix, Note B. 

tN. Y. Col. Doc., I. 283-383, 364, 451, 4o8, 400, 4«, 471, 475, 4i«, 487, .Ml, 548, 
566^75, 610-612; Brodhead, L 519, 520, M4, .^5, 586, 601, 602; PullVey, 11. 872. 
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In the history of States, raiglit generally overbears right. 
Of this fate New Netherland was a conspicuous example. 
While Maryland threatened on the South, Connecticut, 
which had constantly encroached westward along the 
Sound, procured, in 1662, from the heedless King of 
England, a patent which covered a large part of the Dutch 
Province, the inhabitants of which she did not scruple to 
describe as her ' ' noxious neighbours. ' ' Under this patent, 
Connecticut extended her jurisdiction as far as West- 
chester on the mainland, and over nearly the whole of 
Long Island. Attempts were even made, under the lead 
of Captain John Scott, to reduce the suburban Dutch vil- 
lages of Brooklyn, Midwout or Flatbush, Amersfoort, 
New Utrecht, and Bush wick. To these bold encroach- 
ments Stuyvesant could offer only a feeble resistance. 
Justice and weight of argument were on his side, but his 
adversaries had tlie decisive advantage of superior num- 
bers. The most that could be done was to put the Dutch 
capital in a condition of defence against any attack of a 
colonial enemy. The danger which menaced the Province 
induced the Director to resort to the people, as he and his 
predecessor had been obliged to call on them before. A 
Landtdag, or Assembly of deputies from the several towns, 
was accordingly convened at New Amsterdam, in the 
spring of 1664. It was there determined that, without aid 
from the home government, it would be impossible to 
regain the towns on Long Island which the English, who 
were six to one, had usurped from the Dutch. Repeated 
appeals had been sent to the West India Company for 
re-enforcements, by which alone could the rest of New 
Netherland be preserved to Holland. Its population was 
now full ten thousand, and that of New Amsterdam about 
fifteen hundred. In spite of the clouds which lowered 
around the narrowing horizon of the Provincre, Stuyvesant 
hopefully looked forward to its becoming still more profi- 
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table to the Fmtheriand. and urged upon the company 
that its waste lands, which could feed a hundred thousand 
inhabitants, should be peopled at once by the oppressed 
Protestants of France, Saroy, and (Jermany.* 

Yet the perilous condition of New Xetheriand was not 
rightly appreciated in Holland. It had been unwisely 
intrusted to the gOTemment of a great commercial mo- 
nopoly, which thought more of its failing corporate in- 
terests than of those of the nation, or of its colonists in 
America. When, at length, the danger which threatened 
the Province could not be disregarded, the States-Greneral 
took insufficient measures to confirm their power there. 
In Januarv, 16W, thev desired the British Grovemment to 
order the restitution of all places which the King-'s sub- 
jects had usurped from the Hollanders in New Netherland, 
and the cessation of further aggressions. -t- But Sir George 
Downing, the English ambassador at the Hague, who 
was one of th** earliest, ablest, and most disreputable 
graduates from Harvard College in Massachusetts, could 
not forget the prejudices he had imbibed, and startled the 
Grand Pensionary De Witt by claiming that the inhabit- 
ants of the Dutch Province were •• the incroachers " upon 
New Elngland.^ 

Downing' s words were full of ominous import The 
Restoration of King Charles the Second was the prognostic 
of the fate of Xew Xetherlaud. One of the first acts of 
his reign was to appoint a Council for Foreign Planta- 
tions, with orders to render ** those dominions useful to 
England, and England helpful to them.'' This was the 
key to the British colonial policy. A new Navigation 
Law was passed, more effectually to cripple Dutch coak- 

* X. T. CoL Doc. IL 2M. dM. 99%* 374. 9»-4C», 512: ValeDtine** Manml VM^ 
aS: Tmmlmirft Coucrticvu L 3I». »2. aSK. 513: Brodbnd, L 317. 335, 474, 475, 
55», 005. 70S. 708. 719. 7^ 723. 7». 791 7». 733. 734: Appendix, note G. 

♦ Col. Doe., n. S7: Brodbead. I. 739. 

: Utter'* amndofi. IIL 27«: CoL Doe.. It 416-41^ imIcl 
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merce by excluding all foreign vessels from tmding with 
any of the English colonies in Asia, Africa, or America. 
Soon afterwards, Lord Stirling complained that the Dutch 
had intruded into Long Island, which had been (conveyed 
to his grandfather, and prayed that they might be subdued 
or expelled. While this subject was under the considera- 
tion of the Plantation Council, it was found that the Navi- 
gation Act was disregarded or evaded in the English- 
American colonies. The trade carried on between New 
Netherland and Virginia, Maryland, and New England, 
was reported to be a loss to the King of many thousand 
pounds a year. A more stringent Navigation Law was 
therefore enacted. Still the forbidden intercolonial traffic 
was continued. The statute could not be enforced as long 
as New Netherland remained a Dutch Province. It was 
necessaiy to the success of that most intensely selfish law 
that New Netherland should be under the government of 
England, and it was detennined that it should be reduced 
to subjection.* 

The easiest way to sustain this characteristic logic was 
to insist that the Dutch Province was the true inheritance 
of the English King. Under this pretence, the means to 
obtain its possession could be mildly called a Resumption 
rather than a Usurpation. The Dutch title to their Prov- 
ince, although, in the judgment of Louis the Fourteenth 
himself, it was ''the best founded,"! was as little regarded 
by Charles the Second as the injunctions of the Decalogue. 
Notwithstanding the rule asserted by Queen Elizabeth, 
and confirmed by Parliament ; the proviso in the Patent 
of James the First, and the continuous occujMition of New 
Netherland by Hollanders, Lord Chancellor Clarendon, 
under the instigation of Downing, was not ashamed to 
pronounce that they had "no colour of right'' to its pos- 

♦ Col. Doc, III. 85, 40-50; Brodh(>ad, I. 686, 702, 725, 785. 

♦ D*E<»tra<ie»'B Letters, &c., III. 840. 
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session.* Clarendon then parehased for his son-in-law, 
James, Duke of York and Albany, Lord Stirling's claim 
to Pemaquid and Long Island, and advised the King to 
grant a new Patent to the Duke, including those regions, 
together with all the Dutch territorj' on the mainland. + 

Accordingly, on the Twelfth of March, 1664, Charles 
granted, under the Great Seal, to his brother James, a 
part of Maine, the whole of Long Inland, Martha's Vine- 
yard and Nantucket, and the Hudson River, witli all the 
mainland from the west side of the Connecticut to the east 
side of Delaware Bay. The Grant included all those por- 
tions of the present States of Connecticut and Massachu- 
setts lying west of the Connecticut River, as well as the 
whole of Vermont and New Jersev. His Patent invested 
the Duke with '*full and abs<^)lute power' to govern all 
English subjects, inhabiting this territoiy, according to 
English law, and authorized him or his agents to (»xpel by 
force all persons who might dwell there without his special 
license. It was the most impudent, as it was the most 
despotic instrument ever recorded in th«' Colonial Archives 
of Great Britain.:|: 

This action of Charles the Second was not, however, 

♦ Lister's aarendon, III. 347. 

t CoL Doc., III. 225, 600. fjOT, V. 330, VII. 431; DuerV Life of Slirlin;:, 37. 3S. 

X Sec Patent at IcDi^rtb in the Slate Library at Albany ; in book of Patents in Secre- 
tary's Office, L 100-115; in Leamin;:; and Spicer's (irants andCon(cs>i(»ns, 3-8; and 
in N. Y. Colonial Documents, II. Sl^S-UIW. See al^o Col. Doc, VII. 51»7, and VIIL 
107, 496, for description of the territorj- granted. If tliie Patent was good as far as 
it related to the territorj- in Maine, Long Island, Martha's Vineyard, and Nantucket, 
which the English already possessed, it was certainly invalid in reijard to the Dutch 
Province, of which the grantor never liad po.-session. Even Chalmers, in his Politi- 
cal Annals, p. 579, says, that "As the validity of the grant to the Duke of York, 
while the Datch were in quiet possession of the count rj^, had been very justly ques- 
tioned, he thought it prudent to obtain a new one, in June, 1074." See also Col. 
Doc., V. 506, VII. 596, 597. It is worthy of remark that by his first Patent, of 12 
March, 16d4, the Duke was authorized to govern only Enylinh subjects inhabiting his 
territory; and that in his second Patent, of 29 June, 1074, the words, "or any otficr 
perwon or permtns^^^ were added; sec Col. Doe., II. 296, and Learning and Spicer, 
5 and 42. After obtaining possession of New Netherland, therefore, the Duke 
coold not govern its Dutch inhabitants unless as Briti^h subjects; but he could 
expel them if they remained there without his ]>ermissiou. 
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influenced by any sympathy with tlie likes or the disliked 
of his New England subjects. They had received the 
tidings of his Restoration with distrust, and had pro- 
claimed him King with peevish austerity. If he had 
been induced to grant a part of New Netherland to Con- 
necticut, he took ])ains to avoid his careless bounty by a 
more unscrupulous appropriation to his own brother. 
The age of Chartered Oligarchies had passed away. 
Royal or Proprietary Governments were thenceforth to 
enforce the British Colonial policy. New England was 
now in disfavor at Whitehall ; and the Duke of York 
was desired by the Privy Council to name Commissioners, 
whom the King determined to send thither, to see how 
the several Colonies observed their Charters, and to settle 
their differences about boundaries. James accordingly 
selected four persons, whom history has honored with an 
unequal notoriety. The first was Colonel Richard NicoUs ; 
a university scholar, a brave soldier, and a prudent officer, 
who had been the Duke's companion in exile, and was 
one of the Grooms of his bedchamber. The other three 
were Sir Robert Carr and Colonel George Cartwright, of 
the Royal Army, and Samuel Maverick, a former resident 
in Massachusetts. These Commissioners were fumishod 
with full instructions to guide their conduct in Americ^i. 
One of these instructions was, to obtain the active assist- 
ance of the New England Colonies in reducing the Dutch 
in New Netherland to subjection.* 

The Duke of York also commissioned Nicolls, on the 
second of April, to be his Deputy-Governor in the terri- 
tory which the King had given him, and execute all the 
powers which his Patent autliorized.f To gain posses- 
sion, by force if necessary, was the next step. As Lord 

• CoL Doc., in. 51-«; Ma«s. H. 8. CoU., XXXIL 284; Notes and Queries (TI.), 
ni. 214-210. 

^ A copy of the Duke of Tork^s commiesion to Nicolls is in the Appendix, 
Note D. 



Commemorative O rati ox 27 

High Admiral of England, James assigned for the reduc- 
tion of New Netherland the frigate Guinea, of thirty-six 
guns, Captain Hugh Hyde ; the Elias, of thirty. Captain 
William Hill; the Martin, of sixteen, Captain Edward 
Grove ; and a chartered transport, the William and Nicho- 
las, of ten, Captain Thomas Morley. Eiarly in May the 
Royal Commissioners embarked in these vessels, with 
about four hundred and fifty veteran soldiers, forming 
three full companies, commanded by Colonels NicoUs, 
Carr, and Cartwright, under whom were several otlier 
commissioned officers in the British Army. Among these 
were Captains Mathias Nicolls, Robert Needham, Harry 
Norwood, and Daniel Brodhead, some of whom, intending 
to settle themselves permanently in New Netherland, after 
its acquisition, were accompanied by their families. The 
expedition, which was well provided with all necessaries 
for war, set sail from Portsmouth in the middle of May, 
with orders to make its first anchorage in Gardiner' s Bay, 
at the eastern end of Long Island. * 

These portentous movements did not escape the atten- 
tion of the Dutch Government at the Hague. As early as 
February, 1664, Stuyvesant had distinctly warned the 
West India ComjMiny of the King's intended grant to the 
Duke of York, and that not only Long Island, but the 
whole Province, would be lost to Holland unless speedy 
re-enforcements should be sent. The Company, however, 
now on the verge of bankruptcy, replied with marvellous 
infatuation, in the following April, that the Royal Com- 
missioners were only going to install Bishops in New 
England, the inhabitants of which, who had gone there to 
escape Prelacy, would rather live under Dutch authority, 
with freedom of conscience, than risk that in order to fall 

« PfttenU, IIL 43; CoL Doc, IL 243, 445, 501, III. 70, 104, 117, 140; Smith's 
New York, I. 16; Clarke*B James the Second, I. 400; Hazard's Annals of Penn., IV. 
31 ; CoU. Ulster fflst. Soc., I. 51 ; Brodhead, I. 736, 737, 744, noU; Wood, 144. 
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under a government from which they had formerly fled. 
This absurd letter had scarcely been dispatched before the 
real object of Nicolls's expedition was l>etter understood. 
Downing bluntly told Be AVitt that New Netherland 
existed ''only in the maps.'** Prompt orders to De Ruy- 
ter, who was then on his waj' to the Mediterranean, might 
have hurried his fleet to Manhattan in time to aid Stuy ve- 
sant in repulsing the treacherous force of England. But a 
purblind confidence in the honor of Charles the Second, 
and an unjust estimate of the importance to the Fatherland 
of its American Province, clouded the Grand Pensionarj^'s 
judgment The necessary orders were not sent to Be 
Ruyter, and New Netherland was abandoned to her fate. 

A tedious voyage of ten weeks brought the squadron'of 
Nicolls to Boston. The Royal Commissioners immedi- 
ately demanded the assistance of the New England colo- 
nies; which Massachusetts promised, with frugal reluc- 
tance, while Connecticut showed more selfish zeal, be- 
cause she hoped to secure Long Island to herself. Piloted 
by Boston mariners, the English ships then sailed for the 
mouth of the Hudson ; and, on the sixteenth of August 
(Old Style), the leading frigate Ouinea, with Nicolls and his 
colleagues on board, anchored just inside of Coney Island, 
at Nyack, or New Utrecht Bay, where she was joined, 
two days afterwards, by the other vessels. Here the 
Ring's Commissioners were met by John AVinthrop, Sam- 
uel AVillj's, and other Connecticut magistrates. Thomas 
Willett, also, api}eared on the jMirt of New Plymouth. 
John Scott was likewise at hand, with a force *' pressed'' at 
New Haven. The train-bands of Southold, and the other 
English towns at the eastern end of Long Island, under 
John Younge, soon increased the threatening array. 
Northern Indians and French rovers were held as re- 

• CoU Doc, n. 284, 885, 280, 807, 40a, 498; Uater't CUrendon, IIL 807, 890. 
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serves. Thomas Clarke and Joliii Pynchon hastened from 
Massachusetts to the Royal Commissioners ; but as there 
was already gathered an overpowering strength, the ser- 
vices of the auxiliaries promised by that Colony were not 
required.* 

The harbor of New Amsterdam was at once blockaded, 
and the Long Island fanners were forbidden to furnish 
supplies to the City. A Proclamation was issued by the 
Royal Commissioners, on the twentieth of August, pro- 
mising that all persons, of any nation, who would submit 
to the King^s Government, should peaceably enjoy their 
estates, **and all other privileges, with His Majestj^'s 
English subjects." The inhabitants of Long Island were 
specially summoned to meet the Commissioners at Graves- 
end, a few days afterwards. Large numbers accordingly 
attended, when Nicolls published the Duke of York's 
Patent and his own Commission, and demanded their sub- 
mission to his authority. AVinthrop, as Governor of Con- 
necticut, declared that, as the King's pleasure was now 
made known, the claim of that Colony to the Island ceased. 
Nicolls, on his part, promised to confirm all the then offi- 
cers in their places, and call an Assembly, where laws 
should be enacted. This assurance quelled opposition. 
Long Island, inhabited chiefly by English subjects, sub- 
mitted at once to the Government of the Duke of York ; 
and the militia innw its eastern towns, under Yoiinge, 
joining with the New England auxiliaries, marched from 
Amersfoort and Flatbush towards Brooklyn, to assist the 
Royal expedition in reducing New Amsterdam. f 

Lulled into a false security by the unhappy letter of the 
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West India Company and certain contradictory statements 
of Willett, Stuyvesant had meanwhile suspended the 
measures which he had begun to take for the defence of 
the Capital, and had gone up to Fort Orange, to repress 
some hostilities that had broken out among the savages in 
its neighborhood. On learning the approach of the Eng- 
lish forces, the Director hurried back to New Amsterdam, 
which he reached on the fifteenth of August — or the 
twenty-fifth, according to the New Style — only one day be- 
fore the Guinea Frigate anchored at Nyack, in the lower 
t Bay. In concert with the Municipal authorities, every 

possible measure was taken for the defence of the Metro- 
polis. All the inhabitants, without exception, were or- 
dered to labor in strengthening the " old and rotten pali- 
sades," which could hardly be called fortifications; a 
constant guard was established ; the brewers were forbid- 
den to malt any grain ; and heavy guns, furnished by the 
Director, were mounted on the indefensible works. 

But the condition of the City was hopeless. No aid 
could be obtained from Long Island. The regular garri- 
son in Fort Amsterdam did not exceed one hundred and 
fifty men, and its supply of powder was very short. Its 
low earthen walls, originally built to resist an attack 
of the savages, and overlooked, on the north, by the 
**Heereweg," or Broadway, might have been sufficient 
against any Colonial force, but could not be held against 
the ships and the veterans of Nicolls. The Director had, 
long before, expressed his military opinion, tliat "who- 
ever by water is master of the river, will be, in a short 
time, master by land of the feeble fortress." The antici- 
pated contingency had now actually happened, and a 
hostile English squadron was in full command of the port. 
The burghers, of whom only two hundred and fifty were 
able to bear arms, thought more of protecting their own 
property, and of obtaining favorable terms of capitula- 
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tion, than of defending their open town against the over- 
whelming 8Ui)eriority of the invaders. Tlie whole City 
force, placed man by man, four rods apart, could not 
guard its hastily-built ''little breastwork."* 

Nevertheless, Stuy vesant determined to hold out to the 
last. To the peremptory summons of Nicolls, he opposed 
as able a vindication of the Dutch title to New Netherland 
as the most experienced publicist could have drawn. 
This was conveyed to Gnivesend on Tuesday, the twenty- 
third of August — or the second of September, according 
to the New Style — by four of the most trusted advisers of 
the Provincial and tlie City Governments, who were in- 
structed to ''argue the matter" with the English Com- 
mander. But reasoning was useless in tlie absence of 
De Ruyter. Avoiding discussion, Nicolls answered that 
the question of right did not concern him ; — it must be 
decided by the King of England and the States-General. 
He was determined to take the place ; and if the reason- 
able terms lie had offen^d wt»re not acc^ptt^, he would 
attack the City, for which purpose, at the end of forty- 
eight hours, he would bring his forces up nearer. "On 
Thursday, the fourth," he added, "I will si)eak with you 
at the Manhattans." The Dutch deputies replied: 
''Friends will be welcome if they come in a friendly 
manner." *'I shall come with my ships and soldiers," 
said Nicolls, *'and he will be a bold messenger, indeed, 
who shall then dare to come on board and solicit terms." 
To the demand of Stuyvesant's delegates: " What then is 
to be done ?" he answered, " Hoist the white flag of peace 
at the Fort, and then I may take something into consider- 
ation !"t 

•Col. Doc., II. 94a, S72, 410, 433, 431, 438, 43», 440, 441, 44S, 446, 475, 4M, 506; 
VaL Man., 1800, .\92, 1861, 60S-006: New AmstenUm Reconto, V. 5&^654, 667-670; 
Albuij RecordA, XVIII. 319; Letter of Domine Sunael DriniiiA, of 15 September, 
1664; Appendix, Notes 0. and H. 

^Col. Doc., II. 411-414; Smith, I. 18-36; Haard*a Reg. Peon., lY. 81^41,43; 
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Nicolls, indeed, had no wash to proceed to extremities. 
His summons was imperious, but his policy was to obtain 
i a bloodless possession of the Dutch Province. He there- 

' fore authorized Winthrop to assure Stuy vesant that, if it 

I should be surrendered to the King, there should be free 

intercourse with Holland in Dutch vessels, or a virtual 
I suspension of the English navigation laws. This was 

communicated to Stuyvesant at New Amsterdam, on the 
same day that his messengers saw Nicolls at Gravesend. 
But all the persuasions of the Connecticut Governor could 
not move the patriotic Director. In vain did he tear in 
pieces Winthrop' s friendly letter. The people, who soon 
learned the liberal offers of the English, became mutinous ; 
work on the fortifications ceased ; complaints against the 
West India Company were freely uttered ; and it was 
pronounced impossible to defend the City, ''seeing that 
to resist so many was nothing else than to gape before an 
oven."* 

Perceiving that Stuyvesant was disposed to hold out, 
Nicolls ordered the squadron to move up from their an- 
chorage near Gravesend, and reduce the Dutch "under 
His Majesty's obedience." Again messengers came down 
from New Amsterdam, proposing a cessation of hostilities, 
and the appointment of Commissioners to treat about ''a 
good accommodation." The English commander replied 
that he would willingly appoint Commissioners ''to treat 
upon Articles of Surrender." At the solicitation of the 
Dutch delegates, orders were given that the ships should 
not precipitately fire on the city. But Nicolls declined 

Val. Man., 1860, 592; Albany Records, XVIII. 319, 820, XXII. 817; Appendix, 
NoteO. 

• Gen. Ent, I. 12; Mass. H. 8. ColL, XXXVI. 527-^^; CoL Doc., II. 444, 445, 
476. The original draft of Wintbrop^s letter to Stuyvesant, of 22 August (1 Sep- 
tember), 1064, with the autograph approval of the Royal Commissioners, Nicolls, 
Carr, and Cartwright, is in the possession of Mr. Benjamin Robert Winthrop, one 
of the Vice-Presidents of the New York Historical Society, who is a lineal descend- 
ant of both the New Netherland and Connecticut Governors. 
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their request that his troops should not be brought up 
nearer. *' To-day I shall arrive at the Ferry," he added, 
— ** to-morrow we can agree with one another."* 

On Thursday, the twenty-fifth of August (or the fourth 
of September), the British infantry, consisting of three 
companies of regular soldiers, eager for loot, were ac- 
cordingly landed at Gravesend, whence Nicolls marched 
at their head to "the Ferry,'' at Brooklyn, where the 
New Eingland and Long Island militia were already 
posted. Two of the frigates then sailed up the Bay, and 
anchored near **Nutten," or Governor's Island. The 
other two— coming on with full sail, and all their guns, of 
one battery, ready to pour their broadsides on the '' open 
place," if any hostilities should be begun against them — 
jMissed in front of Fort Amsterdam, and anchored above 
the City. Watching their approach from a parapet of 
the Port, Stuyvesant was about to order his gunner to 
fire on the enemy, when the two Domines Megapolensis, 
leading him away between them, persuaded him not to 
begin hostilities. Leaving fift}^ men in the Fortress, under 
the command of the Fiscal De Sille, the Director, at the 
head of one hundred of the garrison, marched out into 
the CSty, in order to prevent the English from attempting 
to land "here and there. "t 

By this time the Dutch garrison in Fort Amsterdam had 
become "demoralized." They openly talked of "where 
booty is to be got, and where the young women live who 
wear chains of gold." Reports also came from Long 
Island, that the New England levies declared that "their 
business was not only with New Netherland, but with the 
booty and plunder." Their threats caused the burghers 

•Gen. Ent, I. 13, 14, 15, 21, 23, 27, 28; Alb. Rec, XVIII. 821; Col. Doc, II. 
414; Hazard*! Reg. Pcnn., IV. 81, 42, 48; Smith, I. 27; 8. Smith's New Jersey, 40, 
41, 42; Brodhead, I. 740. 

f Col, Doc., II. 414, 422,444, 445, 501, 502, 508, 608, 509; Val. Man., 1860, 592; 
Letter of DriBioa; Appendix, Notes G. and H. 
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of New Amsterdam to look upon them as "deadlj^ ene- 
mies, who expected nothing else than pillage, plunder, 
and bloodshed." Moreover, it was understood that six 
hundred Northern Indians, and one hundred and fifty 
French privateei'smen, with English commissions, had 
offered their services against the Dutch. Seeing that it 
was impossible to defend the place, the whole population 
of which was only fifteen hundred, against a powerful 
squadron and more than a thousand well-anned foes, 
the municipal authorities, the clergy, the officers of the 
burgher-guard, and most of the leading citizens, joined in 
a Remonstrance, drafted by the elder Domine Megapo- 
lensis, urging the Director and Council to accept the terms 
offered by the English commander. His threats, it stated, 
'* would not have been at all regarded, could your Honors, 
or we your Petiticmers, expect the smallest aid or suc(^our. 
But, God help us ! whether we turn for assistance to the 
north or to the south, to the east or to the west, it is all vain ! 
On all sides we are enc^ompassed and hemmed in by our 
enemies." Women and children came in tears, beseech- 
ing Stuyvesant to parley. To all their supplications he 
replied : "I had much rather be carried out dead !''* 

At length, almost solitary in his heroism, the Dutch 
Director was obliged to yield. Further opposition on 
his part would have been unavailing, and might have 
deprived the people of the advantages to be gained by a 
capitulation. It was some solace that the English Com- 
mander, now encamped at the Brooklyn Ferry, '* before 
the Manhatans," voluntarily offered to restore the Fort and 
the City, in case the differences about boundaries in Amer- 
ica should 1^ arranged betwe(*n the King and the States- 
General. Moreover, Stuyvesant' s religion consoled him 
with the text in Saint Luke, that with ten thousand men 

♦ Alb. Rec, XVTII. 320, S2l ; Col. Doc., IT. ^48, 340, Sft», 4'2a, 476, 508, Sa^; Val. 
Man.. IWO, 503; LrttiT of DrisiuA; Appendix, notes G. and H. 
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he could not meet liim that came against him with twenty 
thousand.* And if, in that bitter hour, the brave old 
chief could call to mind the classical learning which he 
had acquired in his Fatherland, he might well have ap- 
plied to himself the sad words which the shade of Hector 
addressed to jEneas : 

" Could any mortal hand prevent our fate, 
This hand, and this alone, had saved the State/'f 

Six Commissiont^rs were accordingly appointed on each 
side, on Friday, the twenty-sixth of August, or fifth of 
September, to settle the terms of surrender. Those on the 
part of the Dutch were John de Decker, Nicholas Varlett, 
and Samuel Megapolensis, representing the Director and 
Council, and Cornells Steenwyck, Oloff Stevtmsen van 
Cortlandt, and Jacques Cousseau, representing the City 
authorities. Besides his two colleagues. Sir Robert Carr 
and Colonel George Cartwright, Nicolls chose John Win- 
throp and Samuel Willys, of Connecticut, and Thomas 
Clarke and John Pynchon, of Massachusetts, in order to 
engage those two colonies more firmly with the Royal 
expedition, "if the Dutch had been over-confident of their 
strength." The commissioners on both sides met at Stuy- 
vesant's "Bouwery," or farm, on Saturday, the twenty- 
seventh of August, or sixth of September, and arranged 
the Articles of Capitulation. All the inhabitants of New 
Netherland were to continue free denizens, and were 
guaranteed their property ; while the Dutch were to 
enjoy "their own customs concerning their inheritances," 
and "the liberty of their consciences in divine worship 
and church discipline." Free trade with Holland was 
stipulated. The existing magistrates were to remain in 
ofBce until their terms expired. The Articles of Capitula- 

• Oen. Ent, L 80, 81; CoL Doc, IL 440; Sftiot Luke's Gospel, xIt. 81; Appen- 
dix, note E. 
t Pitt*s transUtion of Vii^, iEneid, IL 
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tion were to be ratified on both sides, and exchanged on 
the next Monday morning, at the "Old Mill,"* on the 
East River, near what is now the foot of Roosevelt street, 
when the City and the Port were to be surrendered, and 
the Dutch garrison were to march out, with arms shoul- 
dered, drums beating, colors flying, and matches lighted, f 

These conciliatory and very advantageous terms were 
explained to the citizens at the Town Hall, on the follow- 
ing Sunday, at the close of the second service in the 
afternoon — the last which was expected to be celebrated 
under the Dutch flag— in Kieft's old church in Fort Am- 
sterdam. It was also quietly agreed between Stuy vesant 
and Nicolls that the New England and Long Island auxil- 
iaries should be kept at the Ferry, on the Brooklyn 
side of the EJast River; because the burghers "were 
more apprehensive of being plundered by them than by 
the others. "it 

On Monday morning, the twenty-ninth of August, or 
eighth of September, Stuyvesant, having ratified the 
Capitulation, placed himself at the head of his garrison, 
and marched out of Fort Amsterdam with all the honors 
of war. The Dutch soldiers, who saw no enemy, moved 
sullenly down Beaver street to the water-side, whence 
they were quickly embarked on the ship Gideon for Hol- 
land. Colonel Cartwright^ with his company, now occu- 
pied the City gates and the Town Hall. Accompanied by 
the Burgomasters, who ''gave him a welcome reception,'" 
Nicolls, at the head of his own and Sir Robert Carr's com- 



* ThU ** old miir* is distinctly marlced on the map which forms one' of the illnt- 
tntions to Vftleniine't Mftniud lor 186S. It was odl Uie shore of the Bast Riter, at 
the mouth of a hroolt running out of the '' Kolck,** or what ia now Yulgarly called 
•* the Collect," and it was the nearest point to ** the Ferry/* at Brooklyn. See 
Valentine^s Bianuala, I860, 651, and 1869, 681 ; Brodhead, L yfft, noU, 

t Alb. Rcc, XVin. 325; Oen. Ent, I. 23-26, 3(^-38; CoL Doc., IL 260-253, 414, 
UL 103; Brodhead, I. 74Ji, 7», 788; HmiardNi Reg. Penn., IV. 43, 44; Appendix, 
noteE. 

X Alb. Rpc, XVIIL 328, 324; Col. Doc, H. 44fi, 441. 
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panieB, marched into the Fort. The English flag was run 
up ; the name of the Fort was clianged from Amsterdam 
to " James," and the City was ordered to be called " New 
York." A few weeks afterwards Fort Orange was sur- 
rendered, and became ^'Albany," in commemoration of 
the Scotch title of the Proprietor. The conquered Prov- 
ince was named "New York." On Sunday, the second 
or twelfth of October, sixteen hundred and sixty-four, the 
Dutch Fort at Newcastle on the Delaware was taken by 
the English, and the entire reduction of New Netherland 
was accomplished.* 

Brothers of the New York Historical Society : 
Thus ended, two hundred years ago, the dominion of 
Holland over the fairest portion of our continent. Nine 
years afterwards, that dominion was triumphantly recon- 
quered by the Dutch. But they held it only for a short 
period ; and its temporary repossession by them had no 
important influence on Colonial affairs. The three-colored 
ensign, f which for half a century had rightfully waved 
over New Netherland, was replaced by the *' meteor 
flag;" and^ from Virginia to New France, all European 
colonists were obliged to acknowledge Charles the Second 
as their King. His usurpation of New York decided the 
fortunes of North America. It prepared the way for our 
national independence, and our federal Union. The his- 
tory of our own State centres upon it, as the most im- 
portant epoch in her colonial existence. Let us now 

• Alb. Rec., XVIII. 826; CoL Doc., n. 272, 415, 44fi, 502, 600, IH 07-78, 846; 
ThomiMOB, IL 165; BrodhoAd, L 743-745; VaL Mail, 1S60, 568; Appendix, Noi« 
F. ftDd O. 

t The Datcb nmtional ensign was adopted about the jear 1562, just alter tlieir 
Declantlon of Independence, at the soggestion of William the SUent, Prince of 
Orange. It was composed of the Prince*s colors — orange, white, and bine — 
arranged in three eqnal horiaontal stripes. After the death of William the Seeond 
of Orsnge, in 1650, the predominating inflnence of the Lonyesteln, or Do Witt partj 
caused a rtd stripe to be subetitnted for the ancient orange ; and the Dutch flag at 
this dsT remains as it was thos modified two centnriea sgo: Brodhead, I. 18, moU, 
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contemplate some of the peculiar features and direct 
consequences of this momentous event. 

The conquest of New Netherland by the British sover- 
eign was an act of almost unparalleled national baseness. 
It was planned in secn^t, and was carried out in deliberate 
treachery towards a friendly government. Because Eng- 
land coveted New Netherland, and not l)ocause she had 
any just claim, she seized it as a prize. It was essential 
to the success of her colonial policy to secure that prize. 
The whole transaction was eminently characteristic of a 
selfish, insolent, and overbearing nation. On no other 
principle than that which frequently afterwards stimu- 
lated the predatory aggressions of Great Britain in India 
and elsewhere, can her conquest of the Dutch- American 
Province be defended. In the utterance of this judgment, 
I trust that a descendant of one of the English conquerors 
of New York has not been moved by any uncandid senti- 
ments towards the birth-land of his ancestor. 

Yet, outrageous as was the deed, the temptation to com- 
mit it was irresistible. Its actual execution was only a 
question of time. Unjustifiable as it was, the usurpation 
of the English could not have been prevented, unless the 
Dutch Government were prepared to reverse their pre- 
. vious policy, and hold New Netherland at every hazard, 
against the might of all enemies. The Province of Hol- 
land and the West India Company, alone, could not 
successfully oppose England. The Gf^neral Government 
of the United Netherlands would not take the indispen- 
sable action, because thfey never rightly estimated the 
importance of their American colony, and felt no sufficient 
interest in its preservation. It was not until the last 
years of their rule, that they gave serious attention to the 
necessity of measures for its security. Even then, they 
procrastinated when they should have acted. This ap- 
parent indifference encouraged the mcmopolizing purposes 
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of British colonial statesmanshi}) ; and the Dutch trans- 
atlantic Province be(^anie an easy prey to undeclared foes, 
who skulked, like pirates in time of peace, into her chief 
harbor. War followed between the Netherlands and 
England ; but the captured prize was never restored. 
And so, New York replaced New Netherland on the 
map of the world. 

But, even if its importance had been adequately esti- 

* 

mated in Holland, our State could not have remained 
much longer a Dutch Province. Its existence as such 
would soon have proved inconvenient to all parties. It 
was not insular, nor easy of defence. Its territory adjoined 
the colonial possessions of France, as well as of England ; 
and its inland frontier was not defined by naUiral bounda- 
ries. Sufficient measures for its protection against either 
of these powers would have required larger expenditures, 
on the part of the West India Company, than commercial 
thrift might have considered expedient. The States- 
General were less interested in its preservation than was 
the imi)Overished Corporation, which thought more of 
revenue than of patriotism. Moreover, the Federal Gov- 
ernment would soon have found that another European 
sovereign, besides Charles the Second, viewed with 
jealousy the existence of a Dutch Province in North 
America. If England had not seized New Netherland 
when she did, France would almost certainly have taken 
and held it, not long afterwards, in the Second Dutch war 
of 1672 ; and would thus have accomplished her long- 
cherished design of extending Canada, from Lake Cham- 
plain southward, through the Valley of the Hudson, to 
the ofeean at Manhattan. And had Louis the Fourteenth 
succeeded in obtaining its possession, the subserviency of 
Charles and of James would doubtless have so confirmed 
the French power on this continent, that neither the con- 
quest of Canada by Great Britain, nor the American 
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Revolution, could have happened. Both these events 
depended on the fate of New Netherland. Even if the 
Province, after its reconquest in 1673, instead of being 
finally ceded to Elngland by the Treaty of Westminster, in 
1674, had remained subject to Holland for fifteen years 
longer, until Englishmen called the Dutch Stadtholder to 
their throne, the crisis would then have come ; and our 
forefathers, following the fortunes of their chief, would 
have spontaneously proclaimed William the Third as their 
King, with acclamations as triumphant as when they first 
welcomed his short-lived colonial authority with shouts 
of ''Obanje Boven !"* 

The terms of capitulation which NicoUs offered, and 
Stuyvesant accepted, were, perhaps, the most favorable 
ever granted by a conqueror. In theory, the King "re- 
sumed his own." In fact, he gained a foreign Province 
by a conquest, the effect of which was limited only by the 
Articles of Surrender. The clear policy of the Duke of 
York, as Proprietor, was to obtain peaceful possession of 
New Netherland, and, at the same time, induce its Dutch 
inhabitants to remain and become loyal British subjects. 
His defective Patent, indeed, authorized him to govern 
such subjects only. The Articles of Capitulation accord- 
ingly provided that the people of the Dutch Province 
were to continue free denizens of England. The most 

♦ The popular cry, " Ortmje Awsn,*' appears to have originated at Dordrecht, in 
Holland, In 1672. The partisans of the Prince, and soon chosen Stadtholder, 
William the Third, who were the opponents of the Brothers Dc Witt, hoisted on 
the tower of that city an orange flag above a white flag. On the orange flag was 
the inscription, in Dutch, 

^ Oranj* bot^n^ dt WUten ond^r; 
Di6 H and^n mMnd, die tlcMt den Dond4r.^ 
Or, in English: 

**Onng« aboT«, the Whites under: 

Who thlnki not to, be struck by thunder.** 

The Dutch word wU means *' white ;" hence de WiUm, or '*the De Witto," signiflea 
** the Whites.'' Basnage, Ann. ProY. Un., II. 284; Wagenaar, Vad. Hist, XIV. 
72, 105; Davies*s Holland, III. 108.— New Netherland was reconquered by the 
Dutch, just after ** Ortn^ Boven'^ came in vogue. 
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lib^i^ offers, to conciliate them, were made with Ostenta- 
tious benevolence. It is not surprising that the Dutch 
colonists, chagrined at the seeming indiflTerence of the 
authorities of their Fatherland, and having many causes 
of complaint against their own Provincial Government, 
should have generally accepted this change of their rulers 
at least calmly and hopefully, if not with positive satis- 
faction.* 

There was, at all events, one point on which there was 
almost universal acquiescence. As a choice of evils, the 
Dutch inhabitants of New Netherland were far more con- 
tent with becoming subject directly to the King of Eng- 
land and the Duke of York, than they would have been 
with the mastery of those Eastern neighbors, who had 
so long, but so vainly, coveted the possession of their 
Province. Tliis feeling we have observed strongly ex- 
hibited in the very agony of the surrender. It was a 
natural feeling. The early colonists of our State had but 
little liking for most of the emigrants to New England, or 
their characteristics. If they sympathized with any of 
them, it was chiefly with the people of tolerant Rhode 
Island. The genial English cavalier was much nearer the 
Hollander's heart than was the ascetic English Puritan, 
who would not be comforted in his exile by the calm 
pleasures of a Leyden Sunday. Across the Atlantic, local 
circumstances produced deeper repugnance. New York 
and Massachusetts — rivals and antagonists nearly from the 
start — were colonized by men not only of different races, 

* In October, 1604, a few weeks after the aarrender, Governor NicoUa required all 
Uie Datch inhabitants to take an oath of allegiance to the King, and of obedience 
to the Duke of York and his officers, as long as they should live in any of his 
Mi^esty's territories. The leading bui^hers of New York, however— fearing that 
the proposed oath might ** nullify or render void" the Articles of Capitulation — 
declined to swear it, until the Qovemor formally dccUrud '' that the Articles of Sur- 
render are not in the least broken, or intended to be broi^en, by any words or ex- 
pressions in the said oatli." This removed every doubt, and allegiance was cordially 
sworn.— Gen. Eut, L 49, 50; New Amst. Rec., V. 614-618; VaL Man. 1861,606-607; 
CoL Doc., III. 74-77. 
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but of essentially opposite ideas. Tlie cardinal principle 
of the one was comprehensive liberality ; the systematic 
policy of the other was Procrustean rigor. There never 
was a greater contrast in the civilized peoples of the earth. 
Thus it happened that there was almost constant enmity 
between the Dutch Province and her Puritan neighbors. 
This early antipathy was, doubtless, largely increased by 
those territorial encroachments which were so offensively 
pushed on from the East. Yet the contrariety survived 
long after the question of boundaries was settled. It 
continued to manifest itself most conspicuously, in what 
frequently appeared to be a meddlesome and callous 
obtrusiveness on the one side, which was met, on the 
other, by the decorous reserve which the rules of good 
society promot^\ In the end, it was well that such char- 
acteristic diftei-ences existed. With more intimate associa- 
tion, each rival race learned to respect and to value the 
excellencies which distinguished the other. Narrow pro- 
vincialism grew more magnanimous with larger observa- 
tion ; and while but few were found willing to abandon 
the valleys of the Hudson and the Mohawk, crowds 
pressed from New England, in later years, to irresistibly 
attractive homes in New York — none the less gladly be- 
cause of the unjealous greeting which welcomed their 
approach. The acute ingenuity, anxious energj'^, and 
austere virtues, which were thus contributed by its immi- 
grants from the East, blended admirably with th(^ steady 
industry, quiet conservatism, and grand comprehensive- 
ness, which always marked the pioneers of our own 
State ; and the combination has yielded results of magnifi- 
cent prosperity, which Grod grant may be perpetual ! 

It was for the true intt*rest of America that New York 
was founded by the Batavian race. That founding pro- 
duced our own magnanimous «and cosmopolitan State, the 
intiuence of which on our nation has always been so happy 
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and so ln^althful. Providence never meant our varit»gated 
country to be the antitype of a single European sover- 
eignty. There probably never was a population more 
homogemnjus than that of New England in its early days. 
Of the twenty thousand i)er8<ms who, at the end of twenty 
years after the first si^ttlement at New Plymouth, fonned 
its sc^veral colonies, nearly all wen* English emigrants, 
and most of them were Puritans. For more than a 
century their descendants lived and multiplied, a distinct 
jKH)ple, 8e4'hule<l frcmi oth(T communities in a very re- 
markable degree. Tliis WH'lusion generat(*d or stimulated 
vehemently dogmatic individualism. It helped, very 
powerfully, to produce what is sometimes called the '' in- 
tense subjectivity" of the New England mind. The re- 
sult was legitimate. The British Puritan loved true liberty 
less than he loved dominion. lie wished always to do 
what pleascnl himself: but he longed, still more, to com- 
pel all others to do as he pleased. He was uneasy unless 
he could domineer. This tyrannical and unscnipulous, 
but thoroughly English spirit was not softened by its 
transplantation in Amt*rica. It seems, on the contrary, to 
have grown more rank, and to have developed p<*culiar 
social characteristics, in the secluded New England colo- 
nies. Of these characteristics, none was more remarkable 
than the system of "mutual inspection,-' which, pushed 
to its extreme limits, would subject all to a discipline as 
galling as it is unwholesome and dwarfing. '' The Inqui- 
sition," writes one of Massachusetts* most honored sons, 
" existed in substance, with a full share of its terrors and 
its violence.''* It is obvious that liberality, magnanimity, 
and <*omprehensiveness, could not flourish among a i)eoph5 
so is<.)lat<*d, and so incessantly occupied in brooding ovt*r, 
and working out within itst4f, its own pn)blems. Yet, I 
would be the last to withhold an expression of sincen^ 

« StiinV Ml.Hcellank-6, 66 ; Coit'j* Piirltaiili«ni, ilH ; Bn>dhc»ad, I, 30«, 331. 
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resi)ect, justly dne to the many sterling qualities which 
iUnstrate that renowned stock, the descendants of which 
have exerted so wide and so marked an influence through- 
out our whole country. 

When he emigrated, however, the New Englander did 
not readily lay aside his native peculiarities. He yearned 
to propagate unmodified his ingrained provincialism. But 
this he could not do in the cosmopolitan atmosphere of 
New York. That he could not, was happy for our 
country'. It was not her cramped destiny to perpetuate 
or reproduce* the ideas or the policy of only one of the 
nationalities of the Old World, or of but one of its planta- 
tions in the New. The arrogant claim — so flattering to 
British pride, so sycopliantic in ^Imericans who would 
flatter England— that the United States of America are of 
wholly Anglo-Saxon origin, is as fallacious as it is vulgar. 
^' Time's noblest offspring"^ was not the child of Elngland 
alone. There was a Fatherland, as fruitful as the Mother- 
land. There were many parents of our multigenerous 
people. The great modem Republic sprang from a union 
of races as various and contrasted as the climates from 
which, and to which, they emigrated. Sweden, Holland, 
(Germany, Savoy, Spain, France, Scotland, and Ireland, 
all co-operated, no less mightily than England, in peopling 
our territory, moulding our institutions, and creating our 
vast and diversified country, "one and indivisible.'' To 
its heterogeneousness, and not to its supposed homogene- 
ousness— to its collisions and its comminglings of races — 
to its compromises and its concessions — does that country 
owe its grandest moral, social, and political character- 
istics. 

Among these various races, the Batavian founders of 
New York marked their impress deep xipon their State 
and upon the confederated nation. Th^ motives to their 
emigration were different from those which led to the 
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colonization of other American territories. They had 
suffered no i)ersecution in their tolerant Fatherland. They 
left its shores not as refugees, but as volunteers — not to 
seek '* Freedom to worship God" for themselves, and 
deny it to others — not to establish inquisitorial dogmatism, 
but to live, and let others live, in comfort. *'Not as 
the conqueror comes," came the unaggressive forefathers 
of our State. The plain-spoken and earnest, yet unpre- 
sumptuous men who first explored and reclaimed New 
Netherland, and bore the flag of Holland to the cabins of 
the Iroquois, crossed the ocean to betfa^r their condition, 
and add another far-off Province to the Dutch Republic. 
They remembered, with deep affection, the great history 
of the little country they had left ; and with their house- 
hold gods, they carried 

** The wreaths and relics of the unmortal fire.*^ 

They hoped, perhaps, that in time they might rear, among 
the rocks, and the maples, and the pine-trees on the banks 
of the River of the Mountains, "the Exchange of a 
wealthier Amsterdam, and the schools of a more learned 
Leyden."t They gave to their new abodes among the 
red men of the forest, the names which they had loved in 
their distant Belgian homes. Bom in that " hollow land,'' 
rescued from the sea, where the first lessons of childhood 
taught them self-reliance and industry, they brought over 
into the wilderness those thrifty national habits which 
soon made it to bloom and blossom as the rose. Longer 
lines of barges than ever crowded the Batavian canals, 
are now drawn through those magnificent channels from 
the lakes to the ocean, which the experience of Holland 
suggested, and the enterprise of her sons helped to con- 
struct. Distinguished by that modesty which generally 
accompanies merit, the Dutch pioneers of New York 

• Dryden'a iEnetd, IL t Macauli^, L 219. 
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made no loud- sounding pretensions to grandeur in pur- 
pose, superiority in character, or eminence in holiness. 
They were the very opposites of the Pharisees of ancient 
or of modem times. They were more ready to do than 
to boast ; and their descendants have never been am- 
bitious to arrogate and appropriate excessive praise for 
what their forefathers did in extending the limits of 
Christendom, and in stamping on North America its re- 
splendent ft*a,tures of freedom of religion and liberality in 
political faith. With the magnanimous ideas, and honest 
maxims, and homely virtues of their Fatherland, they 
transplanted her national Church and her public Schools, 
her accomplished '^Domines" and her well-educatiKi 
Schoolmasters. The huge clasped Bibles, issued from her 
proverbially elegant press, were preserved as venerable 
heir-looms in their families. The system of free public 
or common Schools — in which New England takes no less 
pride than New York — was borrowed, or imitated, from 
the Dutch Republic, where the exiled Puritans saw it for 
the first time in successful operation, through the influence 
of her Calvinistic national Church.* Tlie holidays of the 
Netherlands, observed by us 'here to this day, renew the 
genial and hallowed anniversaries of "Paas" and " Saint 
Nicholas ;" while, year by year, the people of New York 
are invited to render thanks to God, as their forefathers 
were invited to keep "Thanksgiving Day" in Holland, 
long before Manhattan was known, and while New 
England was yet "a rocky de8art."t Those forefathers 
fearlessly deposed the King of Spain, while they humbly 
worshipped the King of kings. The children of such 
ancestors added no weak ingredient to the blended masses 
of our Union ! 
Yet while Hollanders formed the chief element in her 

♦ Duvies'fl Holland, II. 202, 203; Bor, XX. 672; Brodhcud, I. 4<J2, 403. 

t Smltirn New Enjfland; Plnkcrton, XIII. 200; Brodhead, I. 41, W, ««, 747. 
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population, New Netherland enjoyed the advantage of a 
happy intermixture of other European races. Her first 
settlers, imbued with the liberal sentiments of their ances- 
tral land, viewed free navigation and frt*e trade as the sol- 
vent of national antipathies. Accordingly, without re- 
garding diversities in doctrine or lineage, they made the 
hearth-atone the test of citizenship, and residence and 
loyalty the only obligations of the multifarious nationali- 
ties which soon came to nestle among them. Walloons 
from Flanders, Huguenots and Waldenses from France 
and Savoy, Swedes, German Lutherans, wandering Israel- 
ites, Roman Catholics, Anabaptists, and English Quakers, 
all planted themselves, more or less quietly, beside the 
natives of Calvinistic Holland. Marvell's Lines on Old 
Amsterdam might almost describe her trans- Atlantic child, 
which with 

** Christian, Pa^n, Jew, 
Staple of sect* and mint of schism ^n^w; 
That bank of conscience, where not one so Btrang^o 
Opinion, but finds cn'dit and exchan|i^e. 
In vain for Catholics ourselves we bear: 
The universal church is only there/* 

As early as 1C43, the Jesuit Father Jogues — that illus- 
trious apostle who cons(*cratiKl with his life the '' Mission 
of the Martyrs" among the Mohawks at Caghnawaga* — 
found that eighteen different languages were spoken in 
New Amsterdam. There was always popular freedom 
and public spirit enough in the Dutch Province to attract 
voluntary emigrants from the neighboring British Colo- 
nies. If the Fatherland gave asylum to self-exiled Eng- 
lish Puritans, New Netherland as liberally sheltered refu- 
gees from the intolerant governments on her eastern 

♦ Tlie Indian word ** Caifhnawapa'' means ** the Rapids," or "a carryin||r-place ;" 
Col. Doc, III. 250, ncif; General Index, 282; Shea's Catholic Missions, 304; N. Y. 
U. 8. Coll., III. (II.) 171 ; Brodhead, I. 423, mi. I cannot nfmln from proteatinj^ 
a^rahist the hideous want of tai^tc which lias iKrlittled this sonorous, si^iificant, and 
historical name into ** Fonda!'* 
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frontier. Her magnificent de&tiny, foretold in Holland,* 
began to be accomplished, when numbers, looking to her 
with eager eyes, were allured to embark for her shore. 
Fai' across the sea came crowded ships from Scotland, and 
France, and Ireland ; while from the upper waters of the 
Rhine flocked multitudes of a kindred race to those at its 
mouth, who first chose Manhattan as their home. Here, 
on our own rocky island — ^the Tyre of the New World — 
where Dutch sagacity, integrity, libemlity, and industry 
laid the foundations — Saxon and Celt, Frenchman and 

• 

German, Jew and Gentile, Northerner and Southerner — 
men of all races, and tongues, and climes, and creeds, 
have worked together to build up the golden throne of 
Commerce. New Amsterdam was but the miniature of 
New Netherland, and the prototype of cosmopolitan New 
York. And so, Avith large and comprehensive spirit, our 
Dutch forefathers established the grandeur of that imperial 
State whose 

"Far-off coming Blione."t 

But if it was for the true interest of America that New 
York should be founded by Holland, it was equally for 
the greatest good of the greatest number that she should 
be acquired by England. She could not long have re- 
mained an isolated dependency of the Dutch Republic. 
The time was not yet at hand for her own State Indepen- 
dence. Nor was it the purpose of Providence that New 
Netherland should ever become a separate American Sov- 
ereignty. Her central and commanding position, her pic- 
turesqueness, variety, and universality, all foreshadowed 
her grand destiny — forever to bind together the North and 
the South, and to unite with the Ocean the Lakes and the 
Prairies of a future vast and undivided country. To 

♦ AnU, page 17. 

t The Arms of the State of New York, adopted in 1778, represent the Sun rising 
over distant mountain-tops, and her significant motto is *' Excblbior.** 
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that wise end, her colonial allegiance was deter- 
mined. If, instead of becoming the connecting link 
between the British American Plantations, our State 
had been annexed to Canada by Louis the Fourteenth, 
the Iroquois would have been rapidly extermina- 
ted ; the dominion of Prance on this continent would have 
grown impregnable; no Wolfe would have scaled the 
heights of Abraham ; and no such Revolution could have 
happened as that which produced our nation. New 
Prance, including the Valleys of the Ohio and the Mis- 
sissippi, might yet have possessed her ''broad-armed 
ports'' at Quebec, Manhattan, and New Orleans ; and a 
Bourbon might still have dated the instructions of his 
Vice-Roy at Vei-sailles. Instead of Canada and Nova 
Scotia, New England and Virginia, deprived of the sym- 
pathy of New York, might perhaps, at this moment^ have 
been receiving orders from Whitehall. But the con- 
firmation of British supremacy in New Netherland was 
the augury of our national independence. The Pather- 
land had done all that the wisdom of the Almighty had 
given her to do in the work of American colonization. 
Thenceforward, her trans- Atlantic offspring was to become 
the ward of a severer guardian, whose fate it was — like 
that of Spain — to educate a new Republic of United 
States. This glorious consummation could not have be- 
gun, nor have been so wisely accomplished, if New York 
had not suffered in common with other colonies under the 
oppression which produced unanimous revolt ; and if she 
had not taught her Confederates some of those exalting 
principles of political and religious liberality, which, pre- 
serving her through long generations untainted by fanati- 
cism, have made her the majestic monument of her 
Batavian founders. 
With the supremacy of England came a necessary 

change in the language, the laws, and the institutions of 
7 
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New York. This change, however, was very gradual. 
The Articles of Capitulation happily restrained what other- 
wise might have been an insufferable exercise of the con- 
queror's power. Guaranteed their own religious worship 
and church discipline, the Dutch, in due time, cordially 
welcomed the Service of the Church of England.* Free- 
dom of conscience was forever secured by the influence of 
the ancient Reformed Dutch Church, which effectually 
prevented the establishment of any one denomination as 
"The Church" of the Province. The Episcopal commu- 
nion, although fostered by the servants of the Crown, 
never became her predominating sect.f This was owing, 
in a great degree, to the high personal and scholarly 
standing of the Dutch clergymen, of whom a regular suc- 
cession, educated and ordained in Holland, continued to 
be sent over until 1772, when the ecclesiastical authority 
of the Classis of Amsterdam ceased. J The cosmopolitan 
character of New York was but made more permanent by 
the bloodless revolution, which, preserving the old, in- 
fused fresh elements among the original staples of her 
greatness. Relieved from thfe anxiety that for some time 
had been oppressing them, her people, as they grew in 



♦ The Charter of Trinity Church eonld hardly have passed Fletclicr^s Council on 
the 6th of May, 1697, without the friendship of Its Dutch members, Phllllpse, Van 
Cortlandt, and Bayard; Council Minutes, VII. 236; Doc. Hist N. Y., III. 249. 

t The Colonial act of 22 September, 1698, was passed by an Assembly In which 
there was only one Episcopalian, and which never thought of establishing that 
denomination as the Provincial Church. In point of fact the Episcopal Church 
never was established, except in some of the Southern counties of the Province. 
See Col. Doc, V. 321, 822; Doc Hist., III. 150, 151; Smith's New York, I. 131, 
134, 187, 837, :«9, II. 2^4; Sedgwick's Life of Livingston, 78, 88; Force's Tracte, 
IV. (IV.)8, ai, 40, 52. 

X See Verplanck. in N. Y. H. 8. Collections, III. 89 ; Gunn's Memoirs of the 
Reverend John H. Livingston, D. D., 141, 142 (Ed. 1856.) Demarest, In his " History 
and Characteristics of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church," p. 96, remarks that 
*'She, of all Churches in the land, was least able to succeed without an educated 
ministry, for she had been always taught to consider this as essential. It was 
required by the Articles of Union, that provision should be made for it. Moreover, 
the Church in Holland would not consent to the independence of the American 
Churches until this had been gnamntced.^ 
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prosperity, remenil)ered with fading regret the event, 
which, although it severed them politically from Holland, 
could never take from them the heritage of her virtues, 
her teachings, and her historical renown. 

By becoming British subjects, the inhabitants of New 
Netherland did not, however, gain civil freedom. New 
names, they found, did not secure new liberties. '* Am- 
sterdam'' was changed to Youk, and ''Orange'' to Al- 
bany. But these changes only commemorated the titles 
of a conqueror. Stuyvesant, and the West India Com- 
pany, and a republican sovereignty, were exchanged for 
Ni(!olls, and a Royal Proprietor, and an hereditary King. 
The Province was not represented in Parliament ; nor 
could her voice reach the chajwl of Saint Stephen at West- 
minster, as readily as it had penetrated the chambers of 
the Binnenhof at the Hague. It was nearly twenty years 
before her Ducal Proprietor allowed, for a short time, to 
the people of New York even that faint degree of repre- 
sentative government which they had enjoyed when the 
thre*?-colored ensign of Holland was hauled down from the 
flag-staff of Fort Amsterdam. Not until the authority of 
the British Crown was shaken, did New York become 
again as really free as New Netherland had been. 

There was one remarkable feature in which our State 
differed from every other British- American dependency. 
A conquest from Holland, she became for twenty-one 
years a Proprietary Dukedom, and then, for nearly a cen- 
tury, she remained a Royal Province. Without a char- 
ter, like those of Marj^land or Pennsylvania, New York 
resembled none of the New England colonies, except, per- 
haps. New Hampshire. It was not until after the acces- 
sion of the Dutch Stadtholder to the English throne, that 
she permanently obtained the privilege of an Assembly 
elected by her freeholders. Even then, her Governor and 
her Counsellors were appointed directly by the King. 
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This circumstance, in connection with others peculiar to 
i her original colonization, fastened upon New York a dis- 

tinctive quality of social aristocracy, which survived the 
period of her Independence. It was perhaps owing to 
these causes, that so few comparatively of her Puritan 
neighbors came to add to her colonial population. New 
England and the north of Ireland contributed, at one 
time, considerable numbers. But her largest accessions of 
emigrants, during the i-eigns of William, Anne, and the 
Georges, besides Englishmen and Hollanders, were French 
Huguenots and German Calvinists and Lutherans. Most 
of the latter were refugees from the Palatinate, who set- 
tled themselves on the Hudson and the Mohawk Rivers. 
West of Herkimer, the country was possessed by the Iro- 
quois ; and it was not until long after our State Constitu- 
tion was formed at Kingston, in 1777, that emigrants from 
New England ventured to push beyond the German Flats, 
and occupy the ricir"pastures of Onondaga and the Gen- 
esee. North of the north line of Massachusetts, New 
. York remained for many years the true owner of the 
region west of the Connecticut, and she thus became the 
mother of the present State of Vermont. Her original 
territory, as defined by the JDutch Government in 1614, 
was so partitioned, in the progress of events, as to form the 
several States of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. Little did the 
quiet men who, in the Binnenhof at the Hague, first placed 
the name of New Nethebland on the map of the world, 
anticipate that it would become the parent of such a noble 
progeny of sovereignties ! 

To all the changes which followed its conquest, the 
Dutch colonists of our State submitted with characteristic 
good faith. A few, who could not bear the separation, 
returned to end their davfl in their Fatherland. But 
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Stnyvesant, with the Dutch clergy and most of the colo- 
nial officers, honestly swore allegiance to the King and 
to the Dnke, and remained faithful as long as English 
supremacy lastc*d.* No more loyal subjects than they 
were ever brought under the British crown. Yet it was 
no pleasant thing for them to watch the R(*d Cross of Eng- 
land waving where the emblems of the Netherlands had 
floated for fifty years. To Holland they felt a deep, unal- 
terable, hereditary' attachment. Nor has the whirligig of 
time extinguished this sentiment in their descendants. 
Two centuries have scarcely weakened the veneration 
which citizens of New York of Dutch lineiige proudly 
cherish towards the birth-land of their ancestors. Year 
by year, the glorious and the genial memories of Holland 
are renewed by those whom long generations divide from 
the countrj'^ of their forefathers. But it is generally true, 
that Colonists retain more affection towards their Father- 
land than those who remain at hom6 ever feel toward the 
emigrants who leave its shores. As years roll on, the 
contrast becomes more marked. Two centuries' have 
almost wiped out of the recollection of Holland the once 
familiar name of New Netherland. A few of the more 
curious of her scholars and her statesmen may now and 
then, by careful search, discover the meagre paragraphs 
in which her ponderous histories dismiss the story of her 
ancient trans-Atlantic Province. The most complete 
separate sketch of it in the Dutch language is the work of 
a Zealander,t which, though written not many years 
ago, is already a literary rarity. But the people of the 
Low Countries scarcely know that New York was once 
their own New Netherland, or that they have any right 
to the glory of having laid the foundations of the might- 
iest State in the American Union, and the metropolis of the 
Western world I 

♦ S(H» /i»/4», p. 41, lurfr i N. ('. Lambn'cbt^toii, cifMlddHlmn^. 
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While it is thus to be regretted that the history of New 
Netherland should be so little known in Holland, it is still 
more discreditable that, until recently, it continued to be 
as little understood, and perhaps even less appreciated, in 
America. There is no State in our Union which has better 
reason to be proud of its annals than New York. Yet of 
no State were the beginnings left for generations in greater 
obscurity. Official records and original accounts by con- 
temporary writers have never, indeed, been wanting. But 
these were generally like sealed books, written in the ver- 
nacular — almost unknown to EInglishmen — of William the 
Silent, and Grotius, and Bameveldt. The only colonial 
historian of New York, after its conquest, was a Royalist 
of EInglish descent.* His meagre outline of its first half- 
century seems to have encouraged a former Chancellor of 
our own State incautiously to tell us, thirty-six years ago, 
that the annals of its Dutch period '^are of a tame and 
pacific character, and generally dry and uninteresting. "t 
The remark might have been somewhat just, if it had been 
applied — not to their quality, but — to the disgracefully 
neglected condition in which our earliest archives were 
formerly suffered to remain. :( If the sources of history 
were thus sealed, it is not surprising that History herself 
should have been silent. Like the many brave men who 
died before Agamemnon, the modest founders of New 
York for a long time slept, 

** Unwept, unknown : 
No bard had they to make all time their own/^$ 

This is doubtless owing, in some degree, to ignorance 

« William Smith, who died in 1798, Chief-Jofttice of Canada. 

taiancelior Kent, In N. Y. H. 8. Coll., (II.) L 18. 

X I avail myself of thin opportunity to express gratification that Dr. £. B. 
O^Callttghan has been, of late years, in charge of the Historical Records of our 
State at Albany. He is one of the very few who are fitted for the peculiar office 
of Ari'hivist; and it would be a calamity if the public should be deprived of 
the advantagt* of his services. 

1^ FroncirtV Translation of Horace's Odes, IV. 9. 
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of the DiiU'h language, which few ilnglish or American 
authors have ever attempted to master. But it is still more 
owing to an inherited or imitative spirit of supercilious 
depreciation of every thing Dutch, which, with some bril- 
liant exceptions, seems to have infected so many writers 
in our own country, especially those of New England.* It 
is the good fortune of that section of our hind to possess 
abundant easily read records of the deeds and virtues of 
her founders ; and it is greatly to her comfort that so many 
of her children have done their best to extol her glory and 
spread abroad her fame. Yet>, while a monotonous repe- 
tition of indiscriminating panegyric may gratify its sub- 
jects, it does not always enlarge human knowledge. It 
may well be questioned whether zeal has not run into 
injustice, and whether, while incessantly magnifying the 
praise of one i)ortion of our Union, a candid acknowledg- 
ment of the merits of others has not been systematically 
shunned. Tlie Ta<*itus of our country, in the grandeur of 
his comprehensive genius, has not failed to do eloquent 
justice to the hcmest memories of New York, his chosen 
home. But too many of our approved authorities and 
sc^hool-books, professing to teach American history, seem 
as if they were carefully calculated for a provincial meri- 
dian, and cunningly manufactured to inculcate only ac- 
counts of New England. The beginnings of the Empire 
State are passed ignorantly by ; or, if they are alluded to, 
it is too often in niggard or reluctant words, unworthy of 
any scholar who ventures to relate our country's story. 
The patriotic calendar of America has pertinaciously can- 
onized the little company which landed on Plymouth 
beach ; while it has jealously suppressed a just reference to 

* Everett and Bancroft are national Jewels. Motley has done immortal honor 
to New England and to himself by his admirable Doteh histories. Not less 
worthily has Tuokerman, in his ''Optimist,'' and his ''Biographical Essays," 
»hown that just appreciation of New Torlc and her characteristics which a scholar 
of hilt Ane taitte and cultivation could not help exhibltinfr. 
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the progeny of those who, long before they sheltered that 
Pilgrim band at Leyden, had showed the worid how to 
depose a King and declare a People free and independent 

The retirement of Holland from an unequal strife, left 
France and Spain to contend with England for colonial 
supremacy in North America. Mistress of all the Atlantic 
coast between Nova Scotia and Florida, the power which 
had conquered New York soon aspired to uncontrolled 
dominion from sea to sea. The acquisition of New Nether- 
land, which had formerly kept Virginia apart from New 
England, gave to the British Crown the mastery of the 
most advantageous position on our Continent, whence it 
could at pleasure direct movements against any Colony 
that might attempt a premature independence. With 
short-sighted triumph, England rejoiced that her authority 
was dotted on a new spot in the map of the world. But 
her pride went before her destruction, and her haughty 
spirit prepared the way for her terrible humiliation. The 
American Republic was fashioned in the first Congress of 
1765, which met at New York. It was a most significant, 
but only a just decree of Providence, that the retribution 
of England should begin with the very Province which 
she had so iniquitously ravished from Holland, to set, as 
her most splendid jewel, in the diadem of her colonial 
sovereignty ! 

Yet for a long time the Plantations which had thus be- 
come geographically united were neither homogeneous nor 
sympathetic ; and they never were actually consolidated. 
While New England, Maryland, and Virginia were radi- 
cally Anglo-Saxon Colonies, the mass of the population of 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, 
which had formed the later territory of New Netherland, 
was, as we have seen, made up of Hollanders, Huguenots, 
Waldenses, Germans, Frenchmen, Swedes, Scotchmen, 
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and Irishmen. A similar want of homogeneousness 
characterized some of the more Soathem Colonies. Among 
these manifold nationalities, ideas and motives of action 
were as various and discordant as the differing dialects 
which were uttered. In the progress of years, a common 
allegiance and common dangers produced a greater sym- 
pathy among the English Plantations in North America. 

Nevertheless, while she formed a part of the British 
Colonial Empire, New York never lost her original social 
identity nor her peculiar political influence. Her moral 
power lasted throughout the whole succession of events 
which culminated in the American Revolution. It is im- 
possible for me now to attempt a fitting historical review 
of this demonstrable truth. It is enough to say that, if 
the Intimate influence of New York has not heretofore 
been always worthily acknowledged, it has never been 
openly denied. Nor has her salutary moral power ever 
ceased. The history of her Fatherland — besides the 
idea of toleration of opinion — furnished the example of 
the Confederation of Free and Independent States, and 
made familiar the most instructive lessons of Constitu- 
tional administration. While that history taught the 
sacred right of revolt against the tyranny of an hereditary 
King, it enforced the no less sacred duty of fkithfulness 
to deliberate obligations, and loyalty to the (General Gov- 
ernment founded by the solemn compact of Sovereign but 
United States. The patriots who deposed Philip the 
Second were the great originals of those who in the next 
century dethroned Charles the First, and in the century 
following rejected George the Third. From Holland came 
William, "the Deliverer" of England from the tyrant 
James. The Declaration of the Independence of the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands was the glorious 
model of the English Declaration of Right, and of the 

grander Declaration of the Independence of the United 

8 
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Colonies of North America. The Union of Utrecht was 
the noble exemplar of the Philadelphia Articles of Con- 
federation. The Dutch motto, "Eendragt maakt 
magt" — Unity makes might — suggested our own '*E 
Pluribus Unum." 

All these teachings of Dutch history are the peculiar 
heritage of our own Empire State. It was the proud des- 
tiny of New York to temper the narrow and sometimes 
fanatical characteristics of her English sister Plantations 
with the larger and more conservative principles which 
she had herself derived from Holland. It was her lot to 
sustain more severe trials, and gain a more varied expe- 
rience, than any other American Colony. Midway be- 
tween the Saint Lawrence and the Chesapeake, she stood, 
for almost a centurj% guarding her long frontier against 
the enmity and might of New France. And when at 
last the Conquest of Canada filled the measure of British 
aggression, and pampered still more the British lust of 
power, the auguiy of two hundred years ago was fulfilled, 
and New York — worthy to be distinguished as The 
Netherland of America — became the Pivot Province, 
on which hinged the most important movements of that 
sublime revolt against the oppression of England, the 
only parallel to which was the triumphant struggle that 
the forefathers of her first settlers maintained against the 
gigantic despotism of Spain ! 
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NOTE A. 

Translation of the first New Xetherland Charter, granted by the 
States General, on 11 October, 1614; — from Mr. Brodhead^s 
Address before the N. Y. Historical Society, 20 November, 
1 844, p. 53, and from the New York Colonial Docaments, volume 
I. pages 10-12. 

Satcrdat, the Eleventh of October, 1614. 
Present — The President. Mr. Ghiemen. 

MeMTS. BlESMAN, We0TERIIOLT. BsnXEX. OlDEX BaRXETELT. BERCKnrBODB, 

Driel, Tetuxgen, MAGxrti, Moehbergev, Atloa^ IIbosmavs. 

THE STATES-GENERAL of the Uxited Xetherlaxm to nil to 
whom these presents shall come, Greetixo: Whereas Gerrit Jacobz Witiven, 
ancient Burgomaster of the Citv of Amsterdam, Jonas Witssen and Simon 
Ifonissen^ owners of the ship named the Little Foi^ whereof Jan de With 
was schipper ; Hsns Hongera, Paulas Pelgront, and Lambrecht van Tween- 
hnyseo, owners of the two ships named the Tiger and the Fortune^ whereof 
Adriaen Block and Henrick Corstiaenssen were schippers; Arnolt van 
Lejbergen, Wessel Schenck, Hans Claessen. and Berent Sweertseo, owners 
of the ship named the Nightingale^ whereof Thvs Volckertssen was 8chip> 
per. merchants of the aforesaid Citr Amsterdam ; and Pieter Clementasen 
Brouwer, Jan Clementsseii Kies, and Comelis Volckertssen, merchants of 
the City of Hoonu owners of the ship named the Fortuyn^ whereof Come- 
lis Jacobssen Ifaj was schipper. All now associated in one Company, Have 
respectfully represented onto Us, that they the Petitioners, after heavy 
expenses and great damages to themselves by loss of ships and other 
dangers, had, during the present current year, discovered and fonnd, with 
the above-named five ships, certain New Lands, lying in America, between 
Xetr France and Virginia, the sea-coasts whereof lie between Forty and 
Forty-five degrees of latitude, and now cnlled New Netherland: And 
Whereas We did, in the month of March last, fur the promotion and increase 
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of Commerce, cause to be pablished a certuin General Consent and Charter, 
setting forth that whosoever should thereafter discover new havens, lands, 
places, or passages, might frequent, or cause to be frequented, for four 
voyages, such newly-discovered and found places, passages, havens, or 
lands, to the exclusion of all others from visiting or frequenting the same 
from the United Netherlands, until the said first discoverers and finders, 
shall themselves have completed the said four voyages, or caused the same 
to be done within the time prescribed f«ir that purpose, under the penalties 
expressed in the said Charter,* &c., They pray that We would accord to 
them a proper Act to be passed in tonn, in pursuance of the aforesaid 
Charter; Which being considered, and WE having, in Our Assembly, beard 
the pertinent Report of the Petitioners relative to the discovery and finding 
of the said New Countries between the above-named limits and degrees, 
and also of their adventures, Have Consented and Granted, and bj these 
presents Do consent and Grant, to the said petitioners, now united into 
One Company, that they shall be privileged exclusively to frequent or 
cause to be visited the above Newly -discovered Lands, situate in America, 
between New France and Virginia^ whereof the sea-coasts lie between the 
Fortieth and the Forty- fifth degrees of latitude, now named New Nbtheb- 
LAND (as can be seen by a Figurative Map hereunto annexedt), and that 
for four voyages within the term of Three Years, commencing the First of 
January Sixteen Hundred and Fifteen, next ensuing or sooner ; without it 
being permitted to any other person from the United Netherlands to sail 
to, navigate, or frequent the said newly-discovered lands, havens, or places, 
either directly or indirectly, within the said three years, on pain of Confis- 
cation of the vessel and cargo wherewith infraction hereof shall be at- 
tempted, and a fine of Fifty Thousand Netherland Ducats, for the benefit of 
the aforesaid discoverers or finders : — Provided, Nevertheless, that by these 
presents We do not intend to prejudice or diminish any of Our former 
Grants or Charters ; And it is also Our intention that if any disputes or 
differences arise from these Our Concessions, they shall be decided by Our- 
selves:— We Therefore for this purpose expressly order and command all 
Governors, Justices, Officers, Magistrates, and inhabitants of the aforesaid 
United Lands, to allow the said Company peaceably and quietly to use and 
eiyoy the whole benefit of this our Grant and Consent, refraining from all 
opposition and obstacles to the contrary : Inasmuch as w^e consider the 
same to be for the service and advantage of the country. Given under our 
Seal, and the Paraph and signature of our Secretary, at the Hague, the 
eleventh day of October, 1614. 



• A translation of this Charter is in N. T. C<il. Doc, I. A, & 

t Fur tt fiM-simlle of this map, N^ N. T. Oil. Doc, I. 18. 8«e also the map compiled by Mr. 
Brvdhead, for hit llisturj of New Yorli, which illastrates this pablication. 
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NOTE B. 

New England writers, in their zeal to establish a paramount British title 
to the whole of North America between Virginia and Canada, appear to 
have overlooked the doctrine announced by Queen Elizabeth in 1580, and 
confirmed in the House of Commons in 1621, as stated ante^ page 9. This 
doctrine was, that ^^ prescript ion without poggession is o/ no avail ;^^ the 
logical consequence of whicli is, that the ^^ prescription*' arising from the 
voyages of the Cabots gave England no title except to such American ter- 
ritory, discovered by her subjects, as she might actually occupy. Under 
this rule, her title to Virginia was never questioned. But by King Jaraes*s 
second Patent of May, 1609, the northern boundary of Virginia was fixed 
at about the fortieth parallel of latitude. The country between Virginia 
and Canada had been left a tacuum domieilium, after the abandonment of 
Maine by the Sagadahoc colonists in 1608. The discoveries of the Dutch in 
this intermediate and unknown region were followed by their permanent 
occupation of the most of it ; and tlie only Englishman that seems to have 
visited New Netiierland, after those in the Half Moon, was Dermer, in 
1619. The New England Patent of November, 1620, by its express Pro- 
viso that no territory was intended to be granted which was ^' actually 
possessed or inhabited by any other Christian Prince or E^^tate," would 
appear to have clearly excepte<l New France and New Netherland, the 
actual possession of which by the French and the Dutch was undeniable. 
Tet, with the coolest audacity, one of the preliminary recitals of that 
Patent declared that there were '^ no other the subjects of any Christian 
King or State, by any authority from their Sovereign Lords or Princes, 
actually in possession*' of any of the territory between the fortieth and the 
forty -eighth degrees of latitude! In the same spirit^ the English Privy 
Council, in December, 1621, pretended that the King had ^^good and suf- 
ficient title** to the whole of that region, ^^jure prima occupationi$y If 
by this was meant the temporary and limited English *^ occupation** by the 
colony at Sagadalioc, it was a palpable absurdity; because that English 
'•'' occupation** of a part of Maine was abandoned before the Dutch discovery 
of unknown New Netherland. To insist upon such a fallacy was simply to 
substitute *^ prescription** for ** possession^* — a doctrine which both Queen 
Elizabeth and Parliament had derided. Nevertheless, this transparent sub- 
terfuge oi const ruetire^ instead of actual possession, was the strongest ground 
upon which the English maintained their title as against the Dutch. See 
further on this subject. Brodhead*s New York, I. 4. 15, 44, 92-96, 138-144, 
189. 252. 683, 634 ; Hazard's Collections, V. 103-118; Trumbuirs Connect!- 
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cat, I. 647, 554; N. Y. Colonial Documents, I. 27, II. 287, 802, 31^, 
832, 379-382, 389, 412, III. 6-8, VII. 596; Smith's N. Y., I. 297; Don- 
lap's N. Y., II., Appendix, ccvi. — It could hardly, perhaps, have been 
expected that the Editor of the recent volume on '*• Henry Hudson the 
Navigator," published by the Hakluyt Society of I^ndon, in 1860, should 
have avoided the errors which deform his Introduction to that work. 



NOTE C. 

Translation of the Coramission from the Statb8-Gbneba.l of the 
United Netherlands to Peter Stutvesant, as Director- 
Greneral of New Netherland, dated 28 July, 1646 : — from the 
New York Colonial Documents, vol. I. p. 178. 

THE STATES-GENERAL op the United Netherlands.— To all those 
to whom these Presents shall come, or who shall hear them read, Health ; Be 
rr Known : Whereas we have deemed it advisable for the advancement of 
the affairs of the General Incorporated West India Company not only to 
maintain the trade and population on the coast of New Netherland and the 
places situate thereabout, also the islands Ouracoa, Buenaire, Aruba, and 
their dependencies, which have hitherto been encouraged tiiither from this 
country, but also to make new treaties and alliances with foreign Princes, 
and to inflict as much injury as possible on the enemy in his forts and 
strongholds, as well by sea as by land ; For which purposes it becomes 
necessary to appoint a person Director : WE, Therefore, confiding in the 
probity and experience of Petrus Stuyvesant, formerly intrusted with 
our affairs in, and the government of, the aforesaid Island of CuraQoa and 
the places thereon depending, and We, being well pleased with his services 
there, Have commissioned and appointed and by these pre<ents Do com- 
mission and appoint the said Petbus Stuyvesant Director in the aforesaid 
countries of New Netherland and the places thereunto adjoining, together 
with the aforementioned Islands of GuroQoa^ Buenaire, Aruba, and their 
dependencies; to administer, with the Council as well now as hereafter 
appointed with him. the said office of Director, both on water and on land, 
and in said quality to attend carefully to the advancement, promotion, and 
preservation of friendship, alliances, trade, and commerce; to direct all 
matters appertaining to traflSc and war, and to maintain in all things there, 
good order for the service of the United Netherlands and the General West 
India Company ; to establish regularity for the safeguard of the places and 
forts therein ; to administer law and justice as well civil as criminal ; And 
moreover to perform all that concerns his office and duties in accordance 
with the Charter and the general and particular Instructions herewith 
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given, and to be hereafter given Irim, as a good and faithfal Director \n 
bound and obliged by his oath in Oar hands to do; Which done, WE, 
therefore, order and command all other officers, common soldiers, together 
with the inhabitants and natives residing in the aforesaid places as sobjecta, 
and all whom it may concern, to acknowledge, respect, and obey the said 
Petbus SruTVEgAVT as our Director in the countries and places of New 
Ketherland^ and in the Islands of Cura^oa, Buenaire^ Aruba^ and their 
dependencies, and to atford all help, countenance and assistance in the 
performance of these things, as We have found the same to be for the 
advantage of the Company. Done in our Assembly at the Hague, on the 
zzviii. July, 1646. 



NOTE D. 

Copy of the Commission from the Duke of York to Colonel 
Richard Nicolls, dated 2 April, 1664, Recorded in Book of 
Patents, vol. I. pp. 116-118, in the Office of the Secretary of 
State at Albany. 

JAMES, Duke of York and Albany, Earl of Ulster, Lord High Admiral 
of England and Ireland, &€., Constable of Dover Castle, Lord Warden of 
the Cinque Ports, and Grovernor of Portsmouth, &c. Whereas it hath pleased 
the King's most Excellent Miyestj, my Sovereign Lord and BroUier, by 
His Migesty's Letters Patents, bearing date at Westminster the Twefflh day 
of March in the Sixteenth year of His Majesty's Reign, to give and grant 
unto me and to my Heirs and Assigns, All that part of the mainland of 
New England, Beginning at a certain place called or known by the nau>e 
of Saint Croix^ next acyoining to New Scotland in America, and from thence 
extending along the sea-coast, unto a certain place called Petaquine or 
Pemaquidy and so up the River thereof to the furthest head of the same, as 
it tendeth Northwards, and extending from thence to the River of Kin^- 
hequi, and so upwards by the shortest course to the River Canada north- 
wards ; And Also all that Island or Islands commonly called by tlie several 
name or names of Matowache or Long hland^ situate, lying, and being 
towards the west of Cape Cod and the Narrow -Higansets, abutting upon 
the mainland, between the two rivers there, called or known by the several 
names of Connecticut and Hudson $ River ; Together also with the said 
River called Hudson^e River and ail the land from the West side of Con- 
necticut River to the East side of Delaware Bay ; And Also all those several 
Islands called or known bj the name of Martin's Vineyards and Nantukss 
otherwise Nantucket ; Together with all the Lands, Islands, Soilea, Rivera, 
HarbourH, Mines, Minerals, Quarries, W«nhK Marshes, Waters, Lakes, Fish- 
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fng. Hmvkia^ Hnti^E. Mid FovSi^ amA aD odMr lU^altiet. Profit^ 
ComBodidea^ H«T^Mik«n«Btiis. to fiW «id trreral I4miwlt> Laodii, «nd Pre- 
belMurinc Mid affientmm^ wtth their aad ercrj of their Apparte- 
; To Hofid the auBe to nr ovm pn>per ve amd beliooC With Power 
to correcC puifiih. p«rdoQL gofvtnu aad nile the Iiihebit«Bt« thereof^ bjr 
MjielC. or aw^ DcpvtieiL CoouuaaDwrk or Officers me I ihall think fit to 
appoint : a* bj Em Mj^estT'^ eeid Lettcn Piatcots mej more foUj appear : 
AxD Wheff>Mi I hare coaccired a iroud opioioo of the Integritj, Pmdeooeii 
Abilitj and FitiMea of RiCBJLiD Nicolla. EM)iiire, to be emplojed at mj 
Depot J there* I haT« tbete fote thoogbt fit to ooofldtate and appoint. And 
I do berfrbT con^titote and appoint him the said RicAard XkoUs^ Eaqnira, 
to be mj Depot v-Goreraor wctbin the Lands. Islands* and Places aforesaid. 
To perform and ejcecote all and eTerr the Povers vhich are bj the said 
Letters Patents granted onto me« to be executed bj mj Depotj, Agent, or 
Assign. To Have jlxd to Hold the said place of Depotr-GoTemor unto 
the said Rif^ani Sit^iti, E!M|oire« during mr viil and pleasure onlj; 
Hen^bj willing and requiring all and ererr the Inhabitants of the said 
Lands, Islands, and Places to gire obedience to him the said Richard 
AVco/Zf in all things* according to the tenor of His Miyeslj^s said Letters 
Patents : And the said RieAani AmW4. Esquire, to obserre, follow and 
execute such Orders and Instructions as he shall from time to time receive 
from mvself. Given, under mr hand and seal at WkiUhally this Second 
dav of Aprii^ in the Sixteenth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord 
CkarUt the Second, bv the Grace of God King of England, SootUnd, 
France, and Ireland, iio^ Amnoqtu lUmimL 1664. 



Bj CkNnmand of His Boval Highness* 

W, Coi ENTKT. 



JAMEa (L. 8.) 



NOTE E. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE SURRENT)ER OF 
NEW NETHERLAND, ^^^ 1664. 

Copy of StuTvesaot's full power to his Commissioners, dated 
ftfc^U^, 1664;— from Albany Records, XVm. 322, 323, and 
General Entries, I. 30, 31. 

The DiBBOTOB-GEirKEAL and OoinrciL of Nbw Nbtheklavd hereby 
make known ; — To prevent the effusion of blood, plundering, murders, and 
for the good of the inhabitanti, We are moved by the summons made by 
the honored Lord Richard Nicolls, General of his Migestie of England. 
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lieini; come with liia iiieii-(it-wur ami soldiern before the port, proiuisnig 
freelv (by hi* own proposition made) to re-deliver tlie Fort and City of 
Amsterdam in New Netherlands in case the difference of the limits of this 
Province be agreed upon betwixt His Migestie of England and tlie High 
and Mighty States-General; likewise upon other equal and answerable 
conditifUiH, to surrender and deliver ; We have committed and do commit 
by this, John <le Decker, Counsellor of State; Captnin Nicholas Verlett, 
Commissary concerning matters <»f trattic ; Samuel Megapolensis, Doctor of 
Physick ; Cornelis Steenwyck, Burgomaster; Oloft' Stevensen van Cort- 
landt, old Hurgomatiter ; and James C(»usseau, old Schepen of this City, to 
agree with the aforesaid I^rd General Hichard Nicolls or his deputies upon 
further articles; by these open letters promising that we will faithfully 
fulfill whatsoever shall by our fore-named Commissioners concerning these 
businesses be promised and agreed upon. In testimony of this it is con- 
firmed by our Seale, in the Fort of Amsterdam in New Netherlands the 5th 
day of September, New Style, UWU. 



Copy of Nicoils's full power to hia Commissioners, dated 
ft*Lt"e'n.f!er, 1664 ;— from General Entries, I. 32, 33. 

I, Colonel RicHARo Nicolls, Commander-in-Chief of all His M(\jesties 
forces now behviguering the town on the Manhatans, T)o accept of the 
proposal made by the Governor and his Council there residing, to treat of 
an accommodation by Articles of Surrender of the sai<l Town and Forts 
therennto belonging under His Migestie's obedience, to prevent the effusion 
of blood and to im[»rove the good of the inhabitants; And whereas the 
Governor and Council are pleased to nominate and appoint John de Decker, 
Counsellor of State; Nicholas Varlett, Commissary concerning matters of 
traffic; Samuel Megapolensis. Doctor of Physick; Cornelis Steenwyck, 
Burgomaster : Ololf Stevensen van Kortlandt, old Burgomaster ; and James 
Cousseau, old Sherilfe of this City, to agree and conclude with me or my 
Deputies, upon further Articles, promising they will faithfully fiilfill wliat- 
soever shall be by their forename<l Commissioners promised or agreed upon 
in the Treaty on their partes, I Do Therefore, on my part, nominale and 
appoint Sir Robert Carr, Knight; Colonel George Cartwright; Mr. John 
Winthrop, Governor of Hi«* Miyestie^s Colony of Connecticut ; Mr. Samuel 
Willys, one of the Chief Councill of the said Colony; Captain Thomas 
Clarke, and Captain John Pincheon, Commissioners from the Court Gen- 
erall of the Colony of the Massachtisetta, To be my aufficieni Deputys. to 
treat and conclude upon the Articles of Surrender of the aforenamed place, 
Pnunising that I will faithfully fulfill whatsoever they shall so treat and 
conclude upon. In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto sett my hand and 
Seale, at the Camp before the Manbatans, this 26th dny of August, Old 

Stvle, 1064. 

KicHAKD Nicolls. 
9 
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Ti8 desired and agreed upon by tlie Commissioners on both parts above 
mentioned, that their meeting upon the premises shall l)e to-morrow morn- 
ing, being the 27th of this niohth of August, Old Style, precisely at 8 o^clock 
in the morning, at a place called the Governor's Bowery, upon the Man- 
hattans. 



Copy of the Articles of Capitulation, agreed upon at the Governor's 
Bouwery, on Saturday, the ^ September 1^^^» *"<^ confirmed by 
Nicolls ; — from N. Y. General Entriei, I. 23-26, and from the 
HoUandtse Mercurius for September, 1664, 153, 154. 

^^ These articles following were consented to by the persons hereunder 
subscribed, at the Governor's Bouwery, August 27th, Old Style [September 
6th], 1664. 

** I. We consent that the States-General, or the West India Company, 
shall freely ei\joy all farms and houses (except such as are in the forts), and 
that within six months they shall have free liberty to transport all such 
arms and ammunition as now do belong to them, or else they shall be 
paid for them. 

^* n. All publique houses shall continue for the uses which they are now 
for. 

^^ III. All people shall still continue free denizens, and shall enjoy their 
lands, houses, goods, shipps, wheresoever they are within this country, 
and dispose of them as they please. 

^' rV. If any inhabitant have a mind to remove himself, he shall have a 
year and six weeks from this day to remove himself, wife, children, ser- 
vants, goods, and to dispose of his lands here. 

'' V. If any officer of state, or publique minister of state, have a mind to 
go for England, they shall be transported, freight free, in his m^esty's fri- 
gates, when these frigates shall return thither. 

'* VI. It is consented to, that any people may freely come from the 
Netherlands, and plant in this country, and that Dutch vessels may freely 
come hither, and any of the Dutch may freely return home, or send any 
sort of merchandise home, in vessels of their own country. 

^^ VII. All ships from the Netherlands, or any other place, and goods 
therein, shall be received here, and sent hence, after the manner which for- 
merly they were before our coming hither, for six months next ensuing. 

^^ VIII. The Dutch here shall eivj<>y the liberty of their consciences in 
divine worship and church discipline. 

** IX. No Dutchman here, or Dutch ship here, shall, upon any occasion, 
be pressed to serve in war, against any nation whatsoever. 

'* X. That the townsmen of the Manhatoes shall not have any soldiers 
quartered upon them without l>eing ^atistied and paid for them by their 
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officers, and that; at this present, if the fort be not capable of Iml^ing all 
the soldiers, then the Bargomasterm by their officers, shall appoint some 
houses capable to receive them. 

*' XI. The Dutch here sliall enjoy their own customs concerning their 
inheritances. 

** XII. All puhlique writings and records, which concern the inheri- 
tances of any people, or the reglement of the church, or {>oor, or orphans, 
shall be carefully kept by those in whose hands now they are, and such 
writings as particularly concern the States-Oeneral may at any time be 
sent to them. 

^* XIII. Xo judgment that has pasj»ed any judicature here shall be called 
in question ; but if any conceive that he liath not had justice done him, if 
he apply himself to the States-General, the other party shall be bound to 
answer for the supposed injury. 

*^ XIV. If any I)utch living here shall at any time desire to travaile or 
traffique into England, or any place or plantation in obedience to his 
Mi^jeaty of England, or with the Indians, he shall have (ufion his request 
to the Governor) a certificate that he is a free denizen of this place, and 
liberty to do so. 

^' XV. If it do appeare that there is a publique engagement of debt by the 
town of the Manhatoes, and a way agreed on for the satisfying of that en- 
gagement, it is agreed that the same way proposed shall go on, and that 
the engagement shall be satisfied. 

'^ XVI. All inferior civil officers and magistrates shall continue as now 
they are (if they please) till the customary time of new election, and then 
new ones to be chosen by themselves, provided that such new chosen 
mngistrates shall take the oath of allegiance to his Migesty of England, 
before they enter upon their office. 

'' XVII. All differences of contracts and bargains made before this day, by 
any in this country, shall be determined according to the manner of the Dutch. 

'' XVIII. If it do appeare that the West India Company of Amsterdam 
do really owe any sums of money to any persons here, it is agreed that 
recognition, and other duties payable by ships going for the Netherlands, 
be continued for six months longer. 

** XIX. The officers military, and soldiers, shall march out with their 
arms, drums beating, and coulours flying, and lighted matches ; and if any 
of them will plant, they shall have fifty acres of land set out for them : if 
any of them will serve as servants, they shall continue with all safety, and 
become free denizens afterwards. 

'' XX. If at any time hereafter the King of Great Britain and the States 
of the United Netherlands do agree that this place and country be rede- 
livered into the hands of the said States, whensoever his Migestie will send 
his commands to redeliver it, it shall immediately be done. 

'' XXI. That the town of Manhatans shall choose deputy es, and those 
deputy es shall have free voyces in all publique aflTairs as much as any other 
deputyes. 
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^'%1^\l. TJiOMe wJao lukv« mix prup€4tv in vxj hovset is the iort of 
i)riMiyiv n\\u\\ (if (iMf/ |>l«iMe; uliiciit tbe fartificmtioiis tbere. md ti»eB «q)of^ 
nil (hi'ir li4MJ»«H» MM liil |M^/]>le do where there is do fort. 

" %%Hi. If Uikr*: U» Mir mldUsnt tliat will go into HoUmiidL md if tlie 
i '4>iii|>uijx *tt' W«*«i IfKiin in AtiiMterdiitn, or axij prirnte 
Uiuit^>4>»'i ih^Hii iiiti> HoHiiml, theti tiiex ^haU h«Te a Mfe 
< 'oioi»4'i |<i4'liiiivi Nm'oIIi*, (>ef>uty-<foremor onder hU Rural HigiiTieBa. and 
Uw tAlivr i**Miim\4t^Unu»rtt, U» defend the ships that shall traaspcvt fneb 
«(/ldiw-it, mimI ali thi* iiuhhU in tliem, frotn any surprizal or acts of bostilitT 
Ot \tv lUmv h> nuy iff iii« Mi\ii*Mtie's fthifw or Mibjer^Sw 

'' XXIV. ihiit lh<f t*o\ty of the King;*s irrant to his Rojal Hii^fanesa, and 
Ihc ii;|>> i>f Uiu Uoynl Uii^hiuNM'M conimiHMon to Colonel Richaid Nicalls 
(l^hiifltMl h> iwn CJoiiMnlH^ionem more and Mr. Wintlirop, to be trae eopies^ 
»li<ill Im> «|i'llvur<M| ti» the* llonouruhk* Mr. Htuyvesant, the present GoTccnor, 
tm Mondii> Ht»%\, Uy I'ltrlit oC tht* dix^k in the morning, at the Old Mill,* and 
sliui iUomo Mi'ilfliM iMHiMonliHl to anti nigned bj Colonel Richard Nioolla, 
lh-|M)iy (iifViiniiH' to hiH Uoynl IligliiUHis; afid tliat within two hoorsafter« 
l)iu full immI toHii omIUhI New AmNterdiun, u|M>n tlio island of Maohatoea, 
•liiill ill! ililivurud Into iht* imndN of the Htiid Colonel Richard Nioolla, bj 
Ihi' ftt'i vli'u i»l miiili UN Nhnll bt* by bim tbereunto deputed by his hand and 

'* JiiiiN im DarKKN, RoBKRT Cars, 

NhIIOI AN VaHIKTT, (iRORGR CaRTWSIGHT, 

HaMI'KI MKitAIH)I.KNNI«, JOHN WiNTHROP, 

(\)HNK| IN STKKNW\fK. SAMITRL WiLLYS, 

il \i^l KM i'oi lU^KAl , TnOMAH ClARKR, 

t^oM S \ AN rtmri.ANi>T, John PiNCHON. 



\\ 



I \\\\ oonm^nt to t\\^i¥f artioK^ 

** Richard Nioolls." 



I\»|i\ »iMl\i» HrtMrtoitb^h of tho AriioloA f^f C:ipUuUtian, bjStiiyve- 
•rtMl rt»\i| hUtNmiio^K «\i^ M«M^tlAX\ iho ,, 5^,^'^JJJJJJ^ 1664; — ^firom 
\\\\m\ Ux^'yswUx W III. ^^%K ^wA i)t'iH>rAl Kiiim>^ I. 31, 32. 

\\\¥ \^\h^\S\s\^ \\V\v\iK> M\<l ^Vwxu »\i' Nu^ XcmutLxxiv to all 
^b«N "brtU \\i^A\ \\\ »»s^ «bi\ \*v*^»iHi\i* R^ >} V))tN«iD t^t m>c h«>fby ratify 
i^wA r\\\\^\\\\\ }\w \\'^\\\\\^\\'<\s* Aii\>\s\ \s\\ tkVkA ^\>^\<'^\>^^<*^y \SKi tW Sixth of this 
^ss»N\N<U bviw^s^^s ^"^s^ \ \\>^>»\N>*»i,»^wv»i> lh»^ UxNWtvwiHV .''«'fc>»Yi 3<* IVoke^r, mem* 
W\ »M iN\>\ xnn^^nvO x'A^NtiNrt \>%1i.\U^ \ Ai^k t\^ww>?«An of warf9 and 
>»s%u1>A»Ni^t*»** itn* UvXvwwi^ N-i^vsWi^^ \l<v^^'^)<^^x , tV ))i>VK><raK)e CVwne- 
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master; and Jaccines Coiisseao, old Sohepen of this city, with the Ooin- 

inis.'tionors of the Honorable (yovernor Ricliard Ntcolls, Commander of Hi» 

Britannia M^je»ty*8 frigates and land forces who besieged tliis fortress and 

city ; namely. Sir Robert Carr, Georjre Oartwright, John Winthrop, Samnel 

Willys, John Pincheon, and Thomas Clarke; And We promise to execute 

the same. Done in Fort Amstenlam in New Netherlands on 8th Septein- 

l>er, 1664. 

P. 8TrYVE8Airr. 

N. HE SiLLE. Jacob Backer. 

Martin Krygikr. Timotiieus Gabry. 

Paulus Leendertsen van der Grist. Isaac Grevenraet. 

PlETER ToNNEMAN. NiCOLAAS DE MeYKB. 

I ccrtifie the same. 

CORNELIS VAN RUTVKN, 

Stergtary, 



NOTE F. 

Translation of a letter from Cobnklis van Rutvkn, late Secretary 
of New Netheri,and, to the Dutch Villages on Long Island, 
announcing the Surrender, dated, 8 September, 1664 ; — from the 
Bush wick Records, and from Thompson's Long Island, IL 165 ; 
— see also X. Y. Colonial Documents IL 415, 445, 502, 509. 

SepUmher 8, 1«64, N, S. 
Bbix)ved FRreNDs: 

It has happened that New Ketherland is given np to the English, and 
that Peter Stnyvesant, Governor for the West India Company, has marched 
out of the Fort with his men, by Beaver street {Beven Paed) to the Hol- 
land shipping, which lay there at the time ; And that Governor Richard 
NicoUa, in the name of the King of England, ordered a corporaVs gnard 
to take possession of the Fort. Afterwards, the Governor, with two com- 
panies of men, marched into the Fort, accompanied by the Burgomasters 
of the City, who inducted the Governor, and gave him a welcome reception. 
Governor Nicolls has altered the name of the City of New Amsterdam, and 
named the same New York, and named the fort, Fort Jamrs. 

From your friend, 

CORNKLIS VAK BuTVRN. 



70 Commemorative Ohatiok 

NOTE G. 

Translation of a letter from the Schout, Burgomasters, and 
ScHEPEKS of the City of New Amsterdam, to the West India 
Company, dated, 16 September^ 1664, N. S. ; — ^fromNew Amster- 
dam Records, V. 567-570, and Valentine's Manual for 1860, 
692, 593. 

Rioirr Honorable, Prudent Li»RD8, the Lords Directors of the 
Honorable West India Company, at the Amsterdam Chamber: 

Right Honorable Lords : — 

We, your Honors' loyal, sorrowful, and desolate subjects, cannot neglect 
nor keep from relating the event, which, through God's pleasure, thus un- 
expectedly happened to us in consequence of your Honors^ neglect and 
forgetfulness of your promise ; to Wit : The arrival here of late, of four 
King^s frigates froui England, sent hither by His Mi^jesty and his brother 
the Duke of York, with commission to reduce not only this place, but also 
the whole of New Netherland under His Mi^festy's authority ; whereunto 
they brought with them a large body of soldiers, provided with consider- 
able ammunition. On board of one of the frigates were about four hun- 
, dred and fifty, as well soldiers as seamen ; and the others in proportion. 

The frigates being come together in frimt of Nigac in the Bay, Richard 
Nicolls the Admiral, who is ruling here at present as Governor, sent a let- 
ter to our Lord Director-General, communicating therein the cause of his 
coming, and his wish. 

On this unexpected letter, the Heer General sent for us, to determine 
what was to be done in the matter. Wherecf)>on it was resolved and de- 
cided to send some Commissioners thither, to argue the matter with the 
General and his three Commissioners ; who were so sent for this purpose 
twice. But no answer was received, except that they were not come here 
to dispute about it, but to execute their order and commission without fail, 
either peaceably, or by force ; and if they had any thing to dispute about 
it, it must be done with His Mi\jesty of England, as we could do nothing 
here in the premises. Three days^ delay was demanded for consultation. 
That was duly allowed ; — but meanwhile they were not idle. They ap- 
proached with their four frigates, two of which passed in front of the 
Fort. The other anchored about Nooten Island, and with five companies 
of soldiers encampe<l themselves at the Ferry opposite this place ; together 
with a newly raised company of horse and a party of new soldiers, both 
from the North and fmm Ix>ng Island, mostly all our deadly enemies —who 
ex|>ected nothing else than pillage, plunder, and bloodshed— as men could 
perceive by their cursing and talking when mention was made of a capitu- 
lation. 
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FiiiHlly, bein^ then eiicirt'ItMl round aboat, we saw little means of deliver- 
ance. We considered what ought to he done ; and after we had well in- 
quire<l into our stren^h, and had found it to be full fifteen hundred souls 
in this place, but of them not two hundred and fifty men capable of bearing 
arms, exclusive of the soldiers, who were about one hundred and fifty 
strong ; wholly unprovided with |K>wder, both in the city and in the Fort 
— yea, not more than six hundred pounds were found in the Fort besides 
seven hundre<l i>OQnds that is unserviceable ; Also because the countrymen, 
the third man of whom was called out, refused. We, with the greater por- 
tion of the inhabitants, considered it necessary to remonstrate with our 
Lord Director-Creneral and Council, that their Honors might consent to a 
capitulation. Whereunto we labored according to our duty, and had much 
trouble ; Laid down and considered all the difficulties which should arise 
therefrom, not being able to resist such an enemy, as they could also re- 
ceive a much greater force than they then had under command. 

The Director-General and Council at length consented thereunto. 
Whereupon Commissioners were sent to the Admiral, who notified him that 
it was resolved to come to terms, in order to save the shedding of blood, 
if a good Agreement could be concluded. 

Six persons were commissioneil on each side, for the purpose of treating 
on this matter ; which they have done and concluded in manner as appears 
by the Articles annexe<l. How that will result, time will tell. 

Meanwhile, since we have no longer to depend upon your Honors* prom- 
ises or protection. We, with all the poor, sorrowing, and abandoned com- 
monalty here, must fly for refuge to the Almighty God, not doubting but 
He will stand by us in this sorely afflicting conjuncture, and no more de- 
part from us. 

And we remain your 

Sorrowful and abandoned subjects, 

PlETER TOXNEMAN, JaCOB BaGKER, 

Paulus Leendertsen van dbr Grist, Timotheus Gabrt, 
OoRXEus Steenwyck, * Isaac Grevenraet, 

Nicola AS de Meter. 

Dtme in Jorck, heretofore named Amsterdam, in New Netberland, Anno 
1664, the 16th of September. 
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NOTE H. 

Translation of a letter from the Reverend Samuel Drisiur, one of 
the Collegiate Ministers of the Keforniod Dutch Church at New 
Amsterdam, to the Classis of Amsterdam, dated 15 September^ 
1664, X. S. ; from the Original Manuscript in the possession of 
the General Synod of the Reformed Protestant- Datch 
Church in North America. 

To TKE Rkvrkend, Learxkd, axd Piors Hrotiibk8 of the Ve5BRABLB 

Cla88I8 of Amsterdam. 

I cannot nefrloct to acquaint yonr Reverences with oar present condition, 
namely that we arc now brought under tlie government of the King of 
EiiglniKl. On the Twenty-sixth of AugiiAt there arrived in the Bay of the 
North River, near Staten Island, four great sliips-of-war or frigates, well 
equipped, manned with seamen and soldierti, having a Patent or Conimu- 
sion from the King of Great Britain to demand and receive this Province 
in the name of His Mf\jesty, and, if the same should not be accomplished 
by amical)Ie arrangement, then to attack tlie place by force ; and that then 
all should bo given over to the pillage, robbery, and spoil of the English 
soldiers. Tlie i>eople here were not a little amazed at the arrival of these 
frigates. Our LonK the Dire<'tor and Council, together with the Regents 
of the City, took this affair very much to heart ; and with all diligence, by 
messages sent back and forth to the General Richard Nicolls, sought 
to delay these matters, and that they might l>e referred to his Miyesty of 
England and the Lords States of Holland. But all was in vain ! They 
landed their soldiers alnnit six miles off, at (iravesend, and marched them 
on foot u|M>n Limg Island up to the Ferry, over against this place. And on 
the Fourth of September, the frigates came with full sail, as far as here, 
having their guns all ready on one side, charged and intending (in case any 
hostilities should be used against them) to discharge their full broadsides on 
this open place, and then to conquer this town by violence, and give over every 
thing to rapine and massacre, (^ur Noble lA>n1s and Regents, as well of the 
Noble [West India] Company as of the City, were well disposed to defend 
the pla(*e. But they saw that it was im|>ossible ; iKvause the town was 
not in a condition of defemv, tlK»ugh it was now Inking fortitied; that even 
then it could not Ih' detVndetl. Mving that each man would have to stand 
four nHl> fnmi the other in the nim|uirt> of the City : that tliere was little 
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provision of powder, a8 well in the fort as in tlie town : and that there was 
no relief or assistance to he ex[>ected ; — but. on the other hand, that a great 
concourse of Englishmea, as well foot as horse, came hitherwards daily out 
of New England, very ardent for the plundering of this place ; also that 
six liundred Northern Savages, and one hundred and fifty French rovers, 
with English coinmiseiona, had offered their services against os. So it was 
that our aathorities, under the strong urgency of the burghers and inhab- 
itanta. were compelled, in order to prevent plundering and bloodshed, to 
resolve (however unwillingly) to come to an Agreement ; the which was 
accordingly concluded on the Sixth of September. And so the English 
marched into our City on the Eighth of September, according to the Con- 
vention. 

After the surrender of this place, several Englishmen, whom we have 
long known, and who are well affectioned towards us, came to us, saying 
that God had particularly ordered this affair so that it was settled by a Con- 
vention ; because otherwise nothing could have come out of it bat plunder- 
ing, murdering, and total ruin. The w hich. also, several soldiers confirmed ; 
who said that they had come here out of England in hope of booty, and 
now that it had fallen out otherwise, they wished that they might go back 
agnin to England. 

And whereas it was arranged in the Articles that the Chorch service and 
doctrine, together with the Clergymen, should remain and continue as they 
have been until now, we could not separate ourselves from our congregation 
and hearers, but have felt ourselves obliged by onr duty to abide, yet for a 
time, with the same, so that they should not, all at once, be scattered, and 
dwindle away. 

I have a moderate sum due to roe from the Noble [West India] Company, 
which I hope and wish may be paid. And so I end, commending your 
reverend ftersons and labors to the blessing of Gt)d, and remain. 

Your Reverences* obedient Brother, 

Samuel Drisius. 

Mmnhattana. 
Anno 10C4. bepL W 
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NEW TORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



COMMEMORATION 

OF THE 

CONQUEST OF NEW NETHERLAND. 

October 12, 1864. 



The New York Historical Society, at its meeting on the second 
of Febrnary, 1864, taking into consideration the importance of the 
event, resolved that it would commemorate, by suitable acts and 
proceedings, the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the Conquest of 
New Netherland, in the autumn of the year 1664. 

A Committee of Arrangements, including some of its most 
distinguished members, was accordingly appointed, and John 
RoMETN Bbodhead was selected to deliver the Conunemorative 
Oration. 

The Committee, in executing their duty, addressed the following 
letter of invitation to various Historical Societies and eminent 
citizens in New York and other States : — 

NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

LiBRART, New York City, September l5tK, 1S64. 

Sir : — The Nbw York Historical Soacrr proposes to commemorate, hj suit- 
able Acts and Proceedings, the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the CoKQUBST OF 
Nbw Nkthbrlaxd, in the autumn of the jear 1664. 

Kext to the discovery in 1609, by the Dutch, of New Netherland — the original 
bounds of which included the present States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
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and Delaware— its conquest by the English, in 1664, is the most interesting event 
in the Colonial History of New York. The consequences of this event were of 
momentous import, not only to the City and the State of New York, but to the 
American Union. It forms one of those great epochs in National existence which 
it is the special office of Historical Societies fitly to observe. 

The time appointed for the proposed commemoration is Wednesday, the 
Twelfth of October next, being just two centuries after the last Dutch Fort on 
the Delaware was taken by the English, and the conquest of New Netherlaud was 
completed. 

An Oration will be delivered on that day, before the Society and its guests, at 
the Hall of the Union, Cooper Institute, in this City, by John Romstn Bsoi>- 
HEAD, LL.D. ; and other proceeding^ will take place. 

In behalf of the New York Historical Society, the undersigned request the 
pleasure of your attendance on this occasion. 

Awaiting your favorable reply. 

We have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servants, 

GuLiAN C. Verplanck, Frederic de Petstbr, 
George Bancroft, Augustus Schell, 

Hamilton Fish, George Folsom, 

James W. Beekman, Charles P. Kirkland, 

« Evert A. Duyckinck, Andrew Warner, 

George H. Moore, 

Committee of Arrangements. 

In pursuance of these arrangements, a special meeting of the 
Society was held at the Hall of the Union, Cooper Institute, at a 
quarter past seven o'clock, on Wednesday evening, the twelfth of 
October, 1864. 

Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, the meeting 
was largely attended by a very respectable audience. Among 
those who occupied seats on the platform were many distinguished 
citizens, representing various departments in the State and munici- 
pal governments, the Army and Navy, and the learned professions. 
Delegates from several Historical Societies were also present. The 
New Hampshire Society was represented by the Rev. Dr. N. Bou- 
ton and Joseph B. Walker, Esq. ; Maine, by the Rev. William 
Stevens Perry ; Rhode Island, by Dr. Usher Parsons ; Connecticut, 
by J. Hammond Trumbull, Esq. ; New Jersey, by William A. 
Whitehead, Esq., and Solomon Alofsen, Esq.; Pennsylvania, by 
Thomas H. Montgomery, Esq. ; Delaware, by Bishop Lee, Dr. 
Henry F. Askew, and William D. Dowe, Esq. ; Long Island, by 



Pkockedisgs of tuk i^ociety. 81 

the Rev. Dr. K. S. Stori^ Charles E. West, LL.1)., Joshua M. 
Van Cott, Esq., Dr. Henry li. Stiles, and Alden J. Spooner, Esq.; 
Buffalo, by William Dorsheimer, Esq., Dr. James P. White, 
George S. Hazard, Esq. 

The meeting was ealleil to order by Frederic De Petstkr, 
Esquire, the President of the Society, who addressed the audience 
as follows : — 

Memhebs and Gl'ests of the New Yobk Hiotorical SociErY: 

We are asscmble«l this crcning to cjnrimemt)rate the Two Hundredtli Anniver- 
gary of the Conquest of New Xetlierlnnd. in the autumn of the year 1664. The 
circumstances and the con-^*quenoes of this momentous event will be appropriately 
set forth to you by the Orator pclected by the Society. A century after her con- 
quest, New York wa<« foremost among her sifter colonies in taking measures which 
looked towards National Independence. Retributive justice, in 1783, followed 
slowly, but surely, the tre-'piss of 1A1I. In our oam day. wlien another century 
has passed away, our powerful and patriotic State in found putting forth pngantic 
efforts to maintain our National Union ; assaulted ns it i? by domestic treason, 
which is fostered by foreign machinations. The romniemorative Oration, on this 
occasion, will be delivered by our fellow-member. Jonx Romeyn BEODnEAD, Doctor 
of Laws, and well known as the historian of our State. The proceedingrs of this 
evening will begin by a Prayer, to be offered by the Reverend Thomas De Witt. 
Doctor of Divinity, Senior Minister of the Collegiate Reformed Protestant Dutch 
Church in this citv, and First Vice-President of this Society. 

The Reverend Doctor De Witt then offered an appropriate 
Prayer. 

After which, the President introduced Mr. Bbodiiead, who pro- 
ceeded to deliver his Oration. 

At the conclusion of ^Ir. Brodhead's Oration, the Honorable 
GcxiAN Cbo^tmelin Vebplanck ruse to move a resolution of 
thanks. 

Mr. Verplanck said, timt in offering this Resolution, laboring as he was under 
a severe cold, and a hoarseness which must render his voice scarcely andible to 
most of this assembly, yet he could not refrain from expressing the higli gratifica- 
tion he had felt in listening to the discourse just concluded. It contained much 
curious and instructive historical information, most <if it not familiar oven to the 
studious historical inquirer, and the fruit of large and accurate research. It was 
enriched tliroughout by a sagaciou.^ and clear-si*:hted historical philosophy, 
tracing out both the causes and the results of the most striking and the noblest 
peculiarities of the character and fortunes of our St:ite and Nation. Above all, bo 
could not but admire, as well as sympathize with, the glowing and gratefiU ances- 
tral spirit which animated the Orator,— « worthy descendant of the compatriots of 
William the Silent, — and which bad enkhidled congenial emotions among his 

11 
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BDd Delaware — its cotiqii«itt \>y the English, in 1664. is the most inleTentiog event 
in the CoIoqiuI IIi^<tor>' of yew York. The coDse<iueQperi of Ihis ovent were of 
momemouH import, not only to the City and the State of Xew York, bill lo the 
American L'nion. It forms one of thoBO ffre.it epochs in Katioual ciiatcnce H-liich 
it is the !>p(M'ia1 ofBce of lliBloricnl Societies fitly to obwrve. 

The time nppninied for Ihe proposed commemoralioD is Wedxesivay. the 
Th'blptu of Octobbk next, \m\at just two c«DturieB after Ihe last Dutch Fort no 
ttiG Delaware wiu taken 1i<r the Knglialk. aod the conquest of New .Vellieriaud was 
completed. 

An Oration will be delivered on that day, before the Society and iig piesu. at 
the Hall of the Union, Cooper iDstitute. in this City, by JouH ItUHBTN Brod- 
BUD, LL.D. ; and Other proceedings will uke place. 

In behalf of the New York Historical Society, the vndersigDed request the 
pleasure of your MtendaDcc oa this occaiiion. 

Awaiting your favorable reply, 

We hove the honor to be. Sir. 

Your obedient m 



GruAK C. Verflanck, Frbderk: de Pbtster, 

GeOWU BASCBOPT, Arr,LSIL-8 SCBELU 

IUhiltds F|SI[, Georiie KOI8OH, 

Jaues W, Bkeeuas, Ciiabi.es p. Kirkland, 

* Btert a. DiircKiSCK, Asdbew Waknel 

Oeoboe H. Uoobb, 

CbmtniflK of A rran^innitl. 

In ptmnance of these urangemeots, a tpeciai meeting of the 
Society was held at the Hall of the Union, Cooper Institnte, at n 
quarter past seven o'clock, on Wednesday evening, the twelfth of 
October, 1864. 

Kotwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, the raeetjng 
was largtfly attended by a very resjiectable audience. Among 
thoflti who occupied seats on the platform were many disUnguiahed 
citiaens, representing Tarions departments in the StaU and manici- 
pal gOTemments, the Army and Navy, and the learned profearions. 
Delegates from several Historical SotietJes were ako present. Th« 
New Hampshire Swcie^ was represented by the Rev. Dr. N. Bou- 
ton and Joseph B. Walker, Esq. ; Maine, by the Rev. William 
Stevens Peny ; Rhode Island, by Dr. Usher Parsoiu; Conneciiciiu 
by J. Hammond Tnimbnll, Esq. ; New Jeney, by WilHan A. 
Whitehead, Esq., and Solomon Alo&en, Esq.; Painsylvania, by 
Thomas H. Montgomery, Esq. ; Delaware, by Bishop Lee, l>r. 
Henry F. Askew, and William D. Dowe, Esq. ; Long Inlsnd, by 
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hearers. Mr. Verplanck added, that he was not able to expatiate on this 
rich and abundant theme, but must have recourse to the better Toice of the 
Secrctarj, to make his resolution audible to the Sodety. 

The Resolution offered by Mr. Vebplanck haying been read, as 
follows : — 

ResoivtdL, That the thanks of this Society are eminently due, and are hereby 
tendered, to John Roiieyn Brodhead, LL. D., for his eloquent Oration, delivered 
this evening, in Commemoration of the Conquest of New Xetherland, and that a 
copy be requested for the Archives of the Society, and for publication : — 

The Honorable George Bancboft said : — 

I rise to second the vote of thanks which has been proposed for the admi- 
rable discourse to which we have just listened. It is marked by a thorough and 
comprehensive knowledge of the subject, and by a careful style; and it has 
been delivered with an earnestness which has enchained the attention of aU. 

We remind ourselves, with just pride, that Mr. Brcdhead is one of the oldest 
members of our Society, and not surpassed by any in diligence and efficiency. It 
is to him that this State owes an invaluable collection of the Documents, gathered 
from many sources, to illustrate its History. To him, also, it owes the commence- 
ment of a work on its history, which is so full, so accurate, so marked by re- 
search, and an honest love of historic truth, that we have only to bid him go on 
and finish what he has so worthily beg^. 

We have all been pleased with the zeal with which he has, this evening, dwelt 
on the virtues of the Republic of the United Netherlands ; and tliere can be no 
division of opinion as to the substantial fidelity of his picture. Such was always 
the opinion of New England. The founders of the first colony in Massachusetts, 
when they fled from the persecutions of their mother country, knew that Holland 
alone was the land where they could enjoy (Veedom of conscience ; and in our day 
the hand that has portrayed, in the strongest and most lasting colors, the heroisio 
and the sufferings of the Batavians, when, in pursuit of their liberties, they went 
unflinchingly through the baptism of fire and of blood, was that of a New 
Englander. 

Our orator has set before our eyes a bright vision of the glory of New Nether- 
land, when its territory, according to its claims, extended from some shadowy 
boundary in the distant north, beyond the southern Cape of the Delaware; and 
has set before us the successive aggressions by which that vast territory was dis- 
membered, and formed into separate communities and States. Yet, as I listened 
to him, I seemed to think that the Providence which rules in human affairs, 
manifested in this a benevolent design. Had New Netheriand remained nndi- 
Tided, it would have been so powerful, so opulent, and co self-relying; that it might 
have spumed at the thought of an equal union with other Colonies. It was brc^en 
into pieces, that New York, which by its position ought to be the eye of the country, 
might learn to feel its high vocation, to rally the many States of our Repnblic into 
superior union, to defend that unkm against all assailants, snd to remain forever 
its speir snd its shield ! 
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The Bcnedi«ion vaf iIkh p>n>3o-iDC.'J br ibe Rertfrend Duvtor 
Ds Witt. 

ImmedialelT aft«rward<, a Kt^opiion wis hdJ at ibe Lib^^iy of 
the Society, which wa» wri". anen.lfd. After <onK tiaw speM ia 
exunining the Miis«.im and G-iHene^. aa MH^nainment was MrreJ 
in the Xinereh Room. A: the «al1 of the Pre$i<IenL remarks were 
nude hv serenl of tbe hiTited goesu. among vb<Mn veiv — 

AutES J. Spooxek, £«q- of tbe Ix-og Inland Historicaj Society. 
Wiuxui l>OK9BEnfBK. E«q- of ihe BndEilo Ilistorical Sotnety. 
Thojus H. lloxTGOXEBT. £$q_ of thc PeoiuylTaiua Bistorical 
Society. 

A1.FKED B. Street. Esq- of .\lbaiiy. 
Attoney-Genenl Jobx Cocbkaxe. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 

1. From Brantz Mayer, dated Baltimore, September 24, 1864, accepting 
the invitation of the Committee. 

2. From John William Wallace, diited Philadelphia, September 25, 1S64, 
accepting the invitation of the Committee. 

3. From Henrj R. Schoolcraft, dated Washington, September 25, 1864, 
accepting the invitation of the Committee. 

4. From John M. Barbour, dated New York, September 26, 1864, accept- 
ing the invitation of the Conimittee. 

5. From Millard Fillmore, President of the Buffalo Historical Society, 
dated Buffalo, September 26, 1864, accepting the invitation of the Com- 
mittee. 

G. From Charles J. Iloadley, dated Hartford, September 26, 1864, accept- 
ing the invitation of the Committee. 

7. Frum William H. Bogart, dated Aurora, Cayuga Lake, September 27, 
1804, accepting the invitation of the Committee. 

8. From the Mayor uf the City of New York, dated Xew York, Septem- 
ber 27, 1S64, accepting the invitation of the Committee. 

9. From James Moncrief, dated New York, 29th September, 1864, accept- 
ing the invitation of the Committee. 

10. From William H. Seward, dated Washington City, 29th September, 
1864, acknowledging the invitation of the Committee: — 

" I am profoundly gratified for the consideration whidi tlie New York Histor- 
ical Society have manifested, by inviting me to attend their proposed Celebratioo 
of the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the Conquest of New Nethcrland. The 
cluinges in the condition of the American Continent which have followed, and in 
some respects are due to, that great Revolution, contribute a theme upon which I 
should like to hear the distinguished scholar you have chosen to be the Orator of 
the occasion. But, just now, I am encumbered with the cares incident to the 
eflfort of our country to save all that she has hitherto gained, and to secure for 
the continent u brighter and nobler future than we have before contemplated ; 
and so, my resi)ected and esteemed friend, I must ask you to have me excused." 

11. From N. Bouton, Corresponding Secretary of the New Hampshire 
Historical Society, dated Concord, N. H., September 29, 1864, commani- 
cating the acceptance of the invitation of the Committee, and the appointr 
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ment of the Rev. N. Bouton, D. D., and Joseph B. Walker, Esq., as dele- 
gates from that Society. 

12. From Gideon J. Tucker, Surrogate, &c., dated New York, September 
80, 1864, accepting the invitation of the Committee. 

18. From D. T. Valentine, dated New York, October 1, 1864, accepting 
the invitation of the Committee. 

14. From Charles W. Sandford, Major-General, &c., dated New York, 
October 1, 1864, accepting the invitation of the Committee. 

15. From Henry E. Davies, Judge of the Court of Appeals, dated Albany, 
October 1, 1864, accepting the invitation of the Committee. 

16. From Henry R. Selden, Judge of the Court of Appeals, dated Roches- 
ter, October 3, 1864, acknowledging the invitation of the Committee. 

17. From William A. Whitehead, dated Newark, N. J., October 8, 1864, 
accepting the invitation of the Committee. 

18. From William A. Whitehead, Corresponding Secretary of the New 
Jersey Historical Society, dated Newark, N. J., October 8, 1864, commu- 
nicating the acceptance of the invitation of the Committee, and the ap- 
pointment of the Hon. Richard S. Field, Solomon Alofsen, Esq., and 
William A. Whitehead, Esq., as delegates from that Society. 

19. From Edward Ballard, Secretary of the Maine Historical Society, 
dated Brunswick, Me., October 4, 1864, communicating the acceptance of 
the invitation of the Committee, and the appointment of the Hon. Edward 
E. Bourne, the Right Rev. George Burgess, D. D., the Hon. William Willis, 
the Hon. John A. Poor, and the Rev. Edward Ballard, as delegates from 
that Society. 

20. From Robert C. Winthrop, President of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, dated Boston, October 5, 1864, communicating the acceptance of 
the invitation of the Committee, and the appointment of delegates from 
that Society: — 

" Your obliging communication, inviting the Massachusetts Historical Society to 
send a delegation to your most interesting Commemoration on the 1 2ih instant, 
was gratefully received. As no meeting of our Society would take place until after 
the occasion was over, our Standing Committee have appointed several of our 
members to represent us on tlie occasion ; and I trust that they will be present 
with you. 

" I regret extremely that it will not be in my own power to attend this festival, 
agreeably to your kind requesL I have not forgotten the prominent part which 
was played by Governor Winthrop, of Connecticut, in the events which you com- 
memorate ; and it would be particularly pleasant to me to be permitted to repre- 
sent him on the occasion. But if your worthy Vice-President shall have returned 
from Europe in season for the celebration, you will have a representative of Win- 
throp and Stuy vesant in the same person. My worthy cousin would also be able 
to bring with him the original draft of the letter of Winthrop to Stuyresant, 
which was the occasion of so much violent indignation. It was my good fortune 
to obtain possession of this letter, a few years since, and, after printing it in our 
Massachusetts Historical Collections, to transfer it to the ownership of one who 
had a double claim to its possession." 
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